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“MAKE OUR PLANET GREAT AGAIN” 

 

STEP 2: SELECTION OF RESEARCH PROJECTS 
 

 

Call for proposals publication address 
 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/mopga 

 
SUMMARY 

 

 

 

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES  

 

The 2015 Paris Agreement on Climate Change poses unique challenges for Science as Parties 

recognized “the need for an effective and progressive response to the urgent threat of climate change 

on the basis of the best available scientific knowledge”. 

 

Germany and France are jointly supporting the implementation of the 2015 Paris Agreement 

on Climate Change. Both countries are leading the way with their coordinated German-

French Fellowship Program to promote research in the areas of climate, energy and Earth 

system science. 

 

The French government launched a call to non-resident researchers who would like to 

develop in France, together with French partners, top-level research projects to address 

global and climate changes. The CNRS has been asked to proceed to the scientific 

assessment of the candidates. 

 

The present call of the Investing for the future programme (PIA), is restricted to candidates 

invited by the CNRS following a thorough selection based on their scientific achievements. 

Junior (PhD≤12years) and Senior (PhD>12years) can apply for a project to be developed 

within a French laboratory with, respectively, a targeted budget of 1 M€ and 1.5 M€ and 

lasting from 3 to 5 years.  

 

The laboratories and institutions that will host each candidate will have to build together 

the research project on the basis of the “1€ for 1€” principle: 1€ coming from the present 

research call and at least 1€ coming from the coordinating institutions and partners. The 

maximum funding granted by the present call is 500 k€ for Juniors and 750 k€ for Seniors. 
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The funding is awarded to a project gathering a Candidate and a coordinating institution 

who are deemed indissociably for that project. The project funding is not transferable to a 

replacement candidate nor to a replacement coordinating institution. 

 

Applicants are free to submit their proposals by two different deadlines with specific 

conditions. 

 

This document details the process and conditions for submission of research project to 

selected candidates.  
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IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 

CALL FOR PROPOSAL DEADLINES 
Deadline for uploading project submission files (see § 5 concerning file content and conditions 

of submission): 

1ST SESSION: OCTOBER 31ST, 2017 AT 11AM (PARIS LOCAL TIME) 

2ND SESSION: JANUARY 15TH, 2017 AT 11AM (PARIS LOCAL TIME)) 

 

website interface :  

https://investissementsdavenir.agencerecherche.fr/mopga  

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
This call is only open to candidates who have been selected by the CNRS as a result of their 

application to the MakeOurPlanetGreatAgain.fr website 

SIGNED APPLICATION FILE 
Persons authorized to represent the project coordinating institution must sign a letter of 

commitment that confirms its contribution in terms of auxiliary funds, human resources, 

premises, etc. over the duration of the project, as specified in the submission documents. This 

letter must be scanned and uploaded to the above-mentioned website before at the same 

deadline. 

 
 

 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND QUERIES 

makeourplanetgreatagain@agencerecherche.fr 

https://investissementsdavenir.agencerecherche.fr/mopga
mailto:makeourplanetgreatagain@agencerecherche.fr
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Scientific project officer :  JEROME FERRAND AMMAR  

Programme Manager:  YVAN LAGADEUC 

 

  

 

Please read this entire document carefully prior submission 
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1.  CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS  

The 2015 Paris Agreement on Climate Change poses unique challenges for Science as Parties 

recognized ”the need for an effective and progressive response to the urgent threat of climate change 

on the basis of the best available scientific knowledge”. In that context, Germany and France are 

jointly supporting the implementation of the 2015 Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 

 

On the French side, in order to “facilitate the mobilization, for the protection of our planet, of those 

wishing to invest in projects, pursue research, undertake entrepreneurial ventures, seek funding”, 

the French government launched a call to non-resident researchers who would like to 

develop in France, together with French partners, top-level research projects to address 

global and climate changes. A similar call was released in Germany. 

 

In the context of global and climate changes, the present Fellowship Programme aims to 

promote research in several areas of dealing with climate change and global sustainability, 

energy transition and Earth system science. A large approach is required as the challenges 

faced are complex and intertwined by nature. If an in-depth understanding of the Earth 

System is mandatory, key issues such as global health, food, water and energy have to be 

equally studied from ecological, biological, environmental, social, technological, and 

economic perspectives to characterize the mechanisms at play. The ultimate goals should be 

to propose mitigation and adaptation strategies for societies as envisioned in the Sustainable 

Development Goals of the United Nations. This implies the development of top-level 

research programs, from fundamental to solution-oriented research projects, by bringing 

together scientists with international ambition. 

 

Three main topics of research are prioritized: earth system sciences, climate change and 

sustainability sciences, energy transition. 
 

 

1. Earth system sciences 

Knowledge and monitoring of the physical, chemical, biological, ecological and social 

mechanisms that underpin global and regional environmental changes are needed. They 

include an understanding of how these mechanisms have interacted in the past and how 

they are likely to evolve in the future as well as scientific assessments that are relevant to 

diverse contexts ranging from global to local scale. Topics include: 

 Enhanced observation of the Earth System and attribution of environmental and 

climate changes, including anthropogenic changes. 

 Further understanding of processes, interaction scales, risks and thresholds. 

 Improvement of modeling activities of complex Earth systems, data assimilation and 

predictability. 

 Exploring future scenarios. 

 
2. Climate change and sustainability sciences  
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Critical knowledge gaps exist in ways of addressing sustainable development challenges in 

the context of global and climate changes. This includes meeting basic needs for a growing 

human population in a stressed ecosystem and how societies may address global 

environmental and sustainability challenges. These transformative changes are many-sided; 

they are related to human health and well-being, demography, economics strategies and 

their associations with sustainable production and consumption, urbanization, new 

technologies and processes, energy and governance for global sustainability in particular 

but not only under climate change induced stress. Topics include: 

 Meeting basic needs and overcome inequalities. 

 Governing and managing sustainable development locally and globally. 

 Managing growth, synergies and trade-offs.  

 Exploring, understanding and evaluating transformation pathways and life cycle 

issues. 

 Developing, implementing and promoting sustainable technologies. 

 Development of recycling technologies and of green and recyclable materials. 

 Understanding and evaluating global health challenges and managing health risks 

and equities of environmental and climate change. 
 

3. Energy transition  

The transition from fossil fuels towards innovative zero carbon energy sources, associated 

to carbon sequestration and usage strategies, appear as the current solutions to diminish the 

Global Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Efficient and affordable energy storage capacities have to 

be made available at the right time and the right place through smart management systems. 

Overall, the concepts associated to the flexibility of population/economic needs and 

consumption habits should be put in the perspective of an accelerated energy transition. 

Topics include: 

 Emerging innovative concepts and technologies for massive energy production, 

storage and distribution.  

 Energy efficiency. 

 Economically, environmentally and socially viable production and bioproduction of 

bio-sourced raw materials. 

 Systemic approach of energy/economy/material problematics and prospective 

scenario analysis. 

 

Junior or Senior candidates have submitted intentions to the #Makeourplanetgreatagain 

platform from the French administration. They then engaged a 2-step selection process. First 

eligible scientists were evaluated by the CNRS based exclusively on their scientific 

achievements. The selected scientists have been invited by the CNRS the second week of 

September to submit to the ANR a research project developed jointly with a host laboratory 

in France. The host laboratory must be involved in the design of the research project to 

guarantee that the best conditions are met for success.  
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The laboratories and institutions that will host the candidate will have to confirm their 

contribution to the research project, on the basis of the “1€ for 1€” principle: 1€ granted from 

the present call (i.e. coming from the PIA Programmes Prioritaires de Recherche action) must 

be matched at least by 1€ coming from the host institutions, and their partners. The host 

institutions, and their partners, (Universities, Research bodies and other partners) can 

contribute to the budget for the project, in various ways including cash and in-kind salaries, 

equipment, running costs, etc. 

 

The funding is awarded to a project gathering a Candidate and a Host institution who are 

deemed indissociably for that project. The project funding is not transferable to a 

replacement candidate nor to a replacement host institution. 

 

Applicants are free to submit their proposals by two different dates. The first session 

deadline is October 31, and is dimensioned to award a larger number of proposals. The 

second session deadline will be January 15. Non-selected candidates at the end of the first 

session will have the opportunity to apply to the second session, based on the 

recommendation of the Scientific committee. Consequently, candidates who have already 

identified a host laboratory are warmly encouraged to apply to the first session to increase 

their likelihood of selection. 

 

2. EXPECTATIONS  

2.1.  MAIN PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS 
 

The candidate, together with a French host laboratory, must submit a research project, 

describing the research challenges, the scientific hypothesis, the way the research will be 

implemented, and its putative outcomes. 

 

2.2. ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES AND COORDINATING INSTITUTIONS 

 

This call is restricted to scientists selected by the CNRS based on their scientific 

achievements in the first-step selection process. Only selected scientists received an 

invitation to submit their research project. 

 

The research project must be conducted in a French host laboratory. The host laboratory 

must be involved in the design of the project to guarantee its feasibility. 

 

The intellectual property generated by the research project will be the property of the French 

institutions partners of the project, according to their usual rules (NB It is reminded that the 

French law protects the rights of the inventors).  
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All the research institutions (universities, research bodies…) whose international reputation 

has already been gained in the specific research field of the project are eligible. A non-

exhaustive list of potential host laboratories is available at http://www.agence-nationale-

recherche.fr/mopga 

 

 

 

2.3. PROJECT DURATION 

 

The project may start on January 2018 for a duration ranging from 3 to 5 years.  
 

 

3.  PEER-REVIEW OF THE SUBMISSION DOCUMENTS  
 

3.1.  SELECTION PROCEDURE  

In accordance with the ambitions and requirements of the call the selection procedure 

involves: 

- A Scientific Committee composed of top-leading scientists representing the 

various fields of the call. The broad, international cross-section of panelists 

will guarantee a thorough analyses and compilation of the individual 

evaluations of each project made by nominated experts; 

- A steering committee, composed of representative of the French 

Administration will propose a decision to the Prime Minister, based on the 

evaluation made by the Scientific Committee according to French regulation. 

 

The selection procedure comprises the following steps: 

- Inspection of project admissibility by the ANR in accordance with the criteria 

stipulated in § 3.2; 

- Synthesis of the referees’ reports, and final project evaluation and ranking by 

the Scientific Committee (see criteria in § 3.3); 

- Transmission of the final peer-review evaluation process report to the steering 

committee for examination and proposition for selection; 

- Proposition of a list of a list of fundable projects by the steering committee;  

- After consultation with the CGI, shortlisting of the selected projects by the 

Prime Minister based on the list proposed by the steering committee; 

- Proclaim by the Prime Minister of the definitive list of beneficiaries and the 

grant amounts awarded  

- Publication on the ANR website of the list of projects selected for funding. 

 

After the peer-review process has been completed, the Scientific Committee writes a report 

presenting: 

- A set of ratings for each project based on a pre-established rating scale; 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/mopga
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/mopga
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- A list of projects considered fundable, along with explicit recommendations 

where relevant; 

- A list of projects deemed potentially fundable subject to alterations; 

- A list of projects not recommend for funding, each time pointing out their 

shortcomings. 

 

The Scientific Committee can express for each project an opinion on the funding amounts 

requested by the applicants. 

 

All persons involved in project evaluation must comply with the ANR's Code of ethics, and 

particularly its stipulations relating to confidentiality and conflict of interest. The Code of 

ethics is available on the ANR website1. 

 

On completion of the evaluation procedure, the composition of the Scientific Committee, 

the committee's final report, and the schedule for any foreseeable continuation of the call 

for proposals are posted on the ANR website. 

 
 

3.2. ADMISSIBILITY CRITERIA  
 

The electronic files, completed and signed by coordinating institution in accordance with 

the procedures described on page 2, must be submitted within the deadlines and in the 

required format. 

 

The project must fit the scope and criteria of the call for proposals described in § 2. 

 

The coordinating institution must be an existing legal entity — i.e. an institution of higher 

education and research (universities / research bodies...). 

 

Submissions that fail to satisfy the admissibility criteria at the time of initial screening will 

not be passed on to the Scientific Committee for evaluation and will not be eligible for 

funding under any circumstances. 

 

The laboratories and institutions that welcome the candidate will have to confirm their 

contribution to the research project, on the basis of the “1€ for 1€ rule”: 1€ coming from the 

PIA Programmes Prioritaires de Recherche action and 1€ at least coming from the coordinating 

institutions and partners. 

 

The coordinating institutions, and their partners, (Universities, Research bodies and other 

partners) may contribute to their part of the budget for the project, in different ways 

potentially including cash and in-kind salaries, equipment, running costs... 
 

This 1€ for 1€ balance will be an admissibility criteria. 

                                                 
1 http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/missions-et-organisation/qualitedeontologie/ 
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Only projects that deal with one at least of the three main topics of research of the present 

call will be submitted to the experts: earth system sciences, climate change and sustainability 

sciences, and energy transition. 

3.3. EVALUATION CRITERIA  

Submissions that satisfy the admissibility criteria will be assessed by the Scientific 

Committee and nominated experts against the following additional criteria: 

 

- the excellence of the proposed research project, innovative dimension of the project 

(intellectual, conceptual, technological);  

- the potential impact of the project (in the scientific, economical, societal fields); 

- the quality of the team/laboratory that will be involved in the project and the impact 

of the project on the team/laboratory and more globally on coordinating institutions 

and partners ;  

- the quality of the scientific leader of the project, his/her added value in the laboratory 

research environment (capacity-building, structuring effect, specific skills…); 

-  the resources mobilized to ensure the 1:1 rule described above. 
 

4. GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR FUNDING  

4.1. FUNDING  

This call takes part, for an amount of 30 M€ of PIA (Investing for the future programme) 

funding, of the initiative “Programmes Prioritaires de Recherche”. The eligible expenses are 

specified in the financial rules to the call for proposals. 

 

In addition to the coordinating institution, the project may involve other partners in France. 

 

The disbursement schedule over the duration of the project is detailed in the final funding 

agreement set up by the ANR. The funding can only be awarded to higher education 

institutions (public, or private non-profit), to research organizations, or to umbrella 

structures with power to act as legal entities. 

 

Businesses and profit institutions of higher education can be granted partner-institution 

status but will not receive any funding under the project funding. 

 

The funds will be paid out to the coordinating institution. These funds can subsequently be 

transferred to the partner institutions under the conditions made clear in the financial rules 

of the call for proposals. This is available on the ANR website. 

 



 

                              
 

PIA Programmes prioritaires de recherche – Make our planet great again  page 12/14 

The 3 to 5-year funding can range from up to 1 million euros for junior researchers (4-12 

years of experience since completion of PhD) to 1.5 million euros for senior researchers 

(more than 12 years of experience since completion of PhD).  

 

The laboratories and institutions that will host each candidate will have to build together 

the research project on the basis of the “1€ for 1€” principle: 1€ coming from the present 

research call and at least 1€ coming from the coordinating institutions and partners. The 

maximum funding granted by the present call is 500 k€ for Juniors and 750 k€ for Seniors. 

 

The coordinating organization will have to provide matching resources (in cash or in kind) 

to the cash funding provided by the present call. 

 

 

4.2. OTHER PROVISIONS  

Awarding funds to a project does not relieve the partner institutions of their obligations 

concerning the rules, regulations, and Code of ethics relevant to their area of activity, if 

applicable. 

 

On behalf of all the partner institutions, the coordinating institution commits to keeping the 

ANR informed of any changes likely to modify the content, partnership structure or 

schedule of the project between the time of submission and the date of publication of the 

definitive list of finalists. 

 

5 . SUBMISSION CONDITIONS 

5.1. CONTENT OF THE SUBMISSION FILE  

 

The submission file must include all the information needed for achieving rigorous scientific 

and technical assessment of the project. It must be completed before the call for proposals 

submission deadline (dates and times indicated on page 2 of this document). 

 

The submission forms and regulation documents that describe funding conditions will be 

available for download from the ANR call for proposals website page (see address on page 

1). 

 

The administrative data must be entered directly on the submission site (address indicated 

here on page 2). The submission document, the letter of commitment, and the financial 

annex must be uploaded to this same site. 
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IMPORTANT 

No additional element will be accepted after the submission deadline 
 

 

The submission file should include: 

- Aa document in English providing a detailed description of the research project; 

- The administrative information relevant to the project, entered directly using the 

dedicated online data-entry interface; 

- A financial annex; 

- A letter of commitment from the coordinating institution. 

 

 

 

5.2. SUBMISSION PROCEDURE  

This call is subdivided in two application sessions, and candidates invited to apply can 

choose the first or the second session. The first session deadline is October 31 (see page 2), 

and is expected to award a larger number of proposals and be more funded. The second 
session deadline will be January 15, 2018. Non-selected candidates at the end of the first 
session will also have the opportunity to apply to the second session, after recommendation 
of the Scientific committee. Consequently, candidates which have identified a host 
laboratory are warmly encouraged to apply to the first session. 

 

It is mandatory for the submission documents to be transmitted by the coordinating 

institution as follows: 

 

- IN ELECTRONIC FORMAT: 

o Before the deadline; 

o On the submission website in accordance with the recommendations given in 

5.1. 

 
- AS A SCANNED AND SIGNED VERSION: 

o Letter of commitment from the coordinating institution must be uploaded to 

the submission website. 

 

Beyond the deadline, this electronic upload is the only version made available to the 

evaluation panel for peer-review. 

5.3. SUBMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS 

Given that compliance with the submission deadline is mandatory, Principal Investigators 

/ applicants are strongly recommended: 
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- to upload the project onto the submission website no later than 24 hours before the 

deadline date so that any last-minute problems can be dealt with through the 

helpline; 

- to regularly consult the call for proposals website, which continually undergoes 

updates (website URL indicated on page 1 of this document); 

- to contact the correspondent by e-mail if necessary (address indicated on page 2 of 

this document). 

 

 

 

-o- 

 

 


