
 

 FAQ ORA Plus - 2014-2015  
This document will be updated as required.  

This version: 15 October 2014.  

The assessment process  
 
What is the assessment process?  
There will be a two-stage peer review process. The first stage will obtain written reviews from a 
minimum of two external expert reviewers (according to the size and the disciplinary breadth of 
the projects, additional reviews may be commissioned). In the second stage, the projects will be 
assessed by a joint panel. The panel will consist of recognised researchers from various fields of 
social sciences who have sound knowledge and understanding of national level decision-making 
systems. The funding recommendations of the joint panel will be subject to approval by the 
national agencies.  
 
Upon receipt, and prior to peer review, the ORA national contact officers will assess all 
proposals to ensure that they meet the call’s formal criteria (e.g. date of submission; number of 
participating countries; inclusion of all necessary information; appropriate limits on length) and 
that applicants are eligible to submit proposals according to national rules.  
 
How will the JSPS element of the proposal be assessed? 
The Japanese proposal will be evaluated and decided upon by JSPS, in light of its association with 
ORA. The ORA-proposal will be evaluated as a stand-alone proposal by the ORA partners and funding 
decisions will be taken independently. 
 
What happens if the Japanese element to my project is dependent on being funded by JSPS? How 
will the ORA peer reviews evaluate my proposal if JSPS funding is ultimately declined?  
Both projects will be evaluated separately, If the ORA project is assessed positively, the project will 
be funded by the European partners even if JSPS declines to fund the Japanese teams.  
 
What are the selection criteria?  
Please see the ORA Peer Review and Selection Criteria for details of the criteria upon which peer 
reviewers and panel assessors will review proposals.  
 

Eligibility  
 

Why do I need to submit a letter of intent by 1st November? 

Due to the high level of demand for this call experienced in the first 3 rounds, the funders are keen 
to monitor the levels for this round. All those that express their interest will receive an email within 
10 days giving estimated information on the popularity and potential success rates. The main 
applicant should send their project’s details to ora@esrc.ac.uk by 1st November stating the following 
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information: name of PI’s, countries involved in the project, estimated costs of each country. THERE 
IS NO EVALUATION ASSOCIATED TO THIS LETTER OF INTENT. Failure to send in the letter of intent 
will NOT result in your application being rejected at the point of submission.  Eligible projects will all 
be assessed in a one step process after the 15th of January. 
  

 
Who is eligible to apply to this scheme?  
Any applicant can only be involved in ONE application in the current round, in any capacity.  For 
example, if you are a main applicant, principal investigator, team coordinator or team member in 
one proposal you are not allowed to also be involved in another ORA proposal. Since eligibility 
criteria are subject to national regulation, all applicants are strongly advised to look closely at 
the details given in the country specific requirements and if unsure to contact the relevant 
national contact officers prior to submitting a proposal.  
 
 
How many Principal Investigators may be included on a proposal?  
Each national party will have a Principal Investigator (PI) in that country, which must be clearly 
identified in the application form and on the submission website. PI’s will act as national contact 
points with their national funding agencies and fulfil the role of a PI as defined in the rules of their 
agency. 
 
For the electronic application (and for this purpose only), one of the Principal Investigators will act as 
Main Applicant and submit the application on behalf of all partners. For more information about this 
process, see https://ora.agencerecherche.fr 

There is no limit to the number of participants that can be involved in the project, but all team 
members must make a significant contribution to the conduct of the research.  
 
Why do we need to name a main contact person?  
For the electronic application process, one of the Principal Investigators will act as main contact 
person and submit the online application on behalf of all partners. The ORA partners should 
direct communications about the progress of the application to this person only, and s/he is 
therefore responsible for informing the other parties in the application.  
 
However, the application website is collaborative by nature and at least all Principal 
Investigators will need to complete sections within the online form relating primarily to 
information on their own research team.  
 
Can a researcher be involved in more than one project?  
No. Any applicant can only be involved in ONE application in the current round, in any capacity.  For 
example, if you are a main applicant, principal investigator, team coordinator or team member in 
one proposal you are not allowed to also be involved in another ORA proposal. 
 
What type of research can be funded?  
Applications can be for basic research and national agencies are keen to encourage fresh ideas 
from new as well as established researchers. However, research proposals cannot be accepted 
for the following: unspecified research work, research already carried out, writing up previous 
research, stand-alone literature surveys, conference attendance, travel for general study, 
unsolicited requests to hold conferences, workshops or seminars, preparation of books and 
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publications, or primarily for the preparation and production of materials such as curriculum 
materials and software development.  
 
However, within a research application the inclusion of literature surveys; conferences; 
seminars; workshops and preparation of books and publications are acceptable as long as the 
need for any of these is fully justified, and these activities clearly support and/or disseminate 
the production of new research.  
 
Are investigators from outside of the four countries eligible to be included in the scheme?  
Some of the partner agencies allow for other international collaborations to be included within 
the terms of their normal research grants. These policies will apply to co-investigators outside 
the four countries if the work of these investigators is most closely aligned with the national 
research team for which such collaborations are allowed. For example, for ESRC, the policy on 
international co-investigators will apply, provided that these investigators work most closely 
with the UK research team. For DFG, regulations for cooperation with developing countries will 
apply.  
 
You will need to check the eligibility rules of the national agency with which researchers outside 
the four countries are most naturally aligned for confirmation of eligibility.  
 
If you have researchers from outside of the four countries whose costs are not covered by the 
funders national terms and conditions (as above) who have agreed to cooperate with your project, 
you should list their details within the Co-operation Partners sections on the application form and on 
the application website. Please note that no funding can be requested to cover research from 
cooperation partners but some funders may cover essential travel costs.  
 
For this round there is a special opportunity for cooperation with projects in Japan with the aim to 
strengthen cooperation between researchers in Japan and Europe. JSPS as the national funding 
organization of Japan has established a funding scheme to support projects which are associated 
with ORA. Any project wishing to apply for JSPS funds to support Japanese researchers on their 
application should ensure they apply to the JSPS associate call and tick the Japanese associated 
partner box on the form.   
 
Where should Japanese researchers be entered into the proposal?  
Japanese partners should not be listed in the full list of applicants, nor should their CVs be attached 
to the application form. They should be listed in the annex. Short references to the Japanese 
component can be made in the research description but applicants should bear in mind that the 
project will be evaluated as a stand-alone proposal and should be presented accordingly. 
 
Can disciplines outside of the social sciences be included in the project proposals?  
Yes, they can when they are an integral part of and support the research questions and theme. 
However, the proposal should be predominantly within the social sciences. If you have any 
doubt as to whether your proposal is predominantly within social science, please contact the 
agencies to which your proposal will be submitted for confirmation.  
 
Can a previously unsuccessful application be submitted to the ORA scheme?  
Applications that are resubmissions of a previously unfunded project, must be a substantial 
revision of the original proposal taking account of reviewer comments and further advances 
within the relevant field of expertise. National agencies may reject applications if they do not 
consider these to be a substantial revision.  



ESRC has removed their resubmission policy. This has been introduced as part of a suit of 
demand management measures, to help alleviate pressures on all involved in our peer review 
process. For more information on this policy change : http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-
guidance/applicants/Resubmissions.aspx 
 

Application process  
 
Where can I download the templates?  
The templates for an ORA application are available at http://www.agence-nationale-
recherche.fr/ORA-2015-en 
 
Are proposals submitted to each individual agency?  
ANR is the coordinating agency for this round and all applications must be made through the ORA 
online application system https://ora.agencerecherche.fr 
German applicants will need to upload the application also on ELAN after their submission to ANR 
http://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/international_cooperation/european_research_area/progr
ammes/open_research_area/  and specify the costs of the German’s application’s part. 
 
British French and Dutch applicants whose application is selected for funding will need to submit 
their application to their respective funding agency for administrative purposes only. Successful 
candidates will be contacted about this after the funding decisions have been made. See the call 
for proposals for more information.  
 
In what language(s) should the proposals be submitted?  
All proposals must be submitted in English. Proposals with a German or French partner may 
additionally be submitted in German or French. 
 
Will we receive confirmation that a proposal has been received?  
Yes, the main contact person will receive a confirmation shortly after the deadline via email. 
After the deadline the agencies will check the eligibility of each proposal, and inform applicants 
about the eligibility of their application in March.  
 
Is there a possibility to add supplementary information or appendices to the proposal?  
No. Word and page limits should be strictly adhered to. Any excess to limits or additional 
material provided which was not requested will be removed before forwarding to reviewers. 
Diagrams, charts and tables should be incorporated into the project description document, up 
to a maximum of four pages in total. However, this is not included in the word count for the 
project description.  
 
When can projects start?  
The earliest starting date for successful projects is 1 January 2016, the latest is 1 October 2016. 
All national research teams within a project will be expected to start their projects at the same 
time.  
 
 
What should be included in CVs submitted with proposals?  
Each two page CV should give professional details for every named researcher and a list of 
publications (maximum 10 publications mentioned per researcher). 
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The scheme guidance states the Research Description should include no more than 6,000 
words. Does this include the bibliography, and the justification of resources?  
No. The bibliography, the budget, and the justification of resources should not be included in 
the word count for the Project Proposal. The bibliography should only include works cited in the 
Project Proposal.  
 
 
How many national partners should there be in a project? Is it the case that a project with a 
higher number will be given preference?  
As long as there are partners from two or more ORA countries (excluding Franco-German 
bilaterals), the precise configuration should be determined by the research question and project 
design. There is no optimum number, and applicants should not add partners for the sake of it. 
All partners should have a significant role in the research.  
 
What is the difference between the Main Applicant, PI and the Team Coordinator?  

• The Main Applicant is the nominated person who submits the application for the whole 
project.  

• The PI is the national head responsible for the funding contracts with their agency. One 
nomination per country.  

• If your consortium has teams of researchers from different organisations within the same 
country, a team coordinator needs to be identified for administrative purposes. That person 
typically has a steering scientific role within their team. Depending on the number of teams, 
you may need to identify a coordinator per team. 

If a proposal does not have any research teams, by default the PI is the team coordinator.  

 

Other questions  
 
How will successful ORA projects be monitored by the funding agencies?  
Each national research team will be expected to report to its national funding agency, in 
accordance with each agency’s regulation. The final project report will be submitted separately 
to the respective national funding agencies, but reports should refer to the achievements of the 
entire collaborative project.  
 
My application is looking rather UK-heavy in terms of funding. Is this imbalance a problem?  
Full justification, as to why each aspect of funding is integral to the overall research proposal, 
should be included. Assessors of the applications will be informed of the variation in national 
rules that can cause an imbalance in funding.  
 
If there are ethical issues present, is approval required before submitting a proposal?  
The requirements and timings for ethical approval vary between agencies. Proposals must 
adhere to the ethical requirements for each relevant national agency.  
 
 



If applicable, German applicants must include an ethics committee vote from the institution 
within which their research will be carried out. For more information about the conditions 
under which an ethics committee vote is necessary, please consult the FAQs 
under  Informationen für die  Geistes- und Sozialwissenschaften: 
http://www.dfg.de/foerderung/faq/geistes_sozialwissenschaften/index.html 

 
 
How many applications were successful in the first three rounds?  
In the first round, 132 applications were received, of which 123 were accepted; 15 projects were 
successful and received funding. In the second round, 157 applications were received, of which 
142 were accepted; 10 of these projects were funded. In the third round 186, were received, of 
which 178 were accepted; 15 of which were funded.  
 
Is there a list of previously funded projects? 
Yes, it is available here http://www.nwo.nl/en/documents/magw/ora---press-release-r3 
Please be mindful that due to the open nature of this call, previously funded projects only 
reflect the topics and quality of applications in that specific round and should not be used as an 
indication on what might be funded in future rounds.  
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