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KEY DATES 

CLOSING DATE OF THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS  
The application must be submitted on the French National Research Agency (ANR) 

submission web site (link available on the page dedicated to the call for proposals on the 
ANR’s web site. The address is on page 1 of the current work programme) before the 

closure of the call: 
 

29 MAY 2015 AT 1 P.M. (PARIS TIME) 
(see chapter 5) 

 

SIGNED AND SCANNED DOCUMENT 
After the closure of the call, the applicant must have the administrative and financial 
document, which can be downloaded from the submission site, signed by the legal 
representative of the host institution, the director of the host laboratory or research unit 
and by the candidate himself (called principal investigator). Once this document is signed 
and scanned in PDF format, without any word crossed out or any alteration made to the 
information previously entered on line, the applicant must submit it on the submission 
web site before:  
 

 

26 June 2015 at 1 p.m. (Paris time) 
(see paragraph 5.3) 

  

CONTACTS 

For any scientific, technical or administrative question: 

Mr Célestin BAKALA, PhD - Phone: +33 (0)1 73 54 83 01.  
E-mail: celestin.bakala@agencerecherche.fr 

Mrs Eléonore DISPERSYN, PhD - Phone: +33 (0)1 73 54 82 35.  

E-mail: eleonore.dispersyn@agencerecherche.fr 

 
ANR PROGRAMME DIRECTOR 

Pr Charles GIRY-DELOISON, Phone: +33 (0)1 73 54 81 68. 

E-mail : charles.girydeloison@agencerecherche.fr 

 

Please read this document and the ANR grant rules (http://www.agence-nationale-
recherche.fr/RF) carefully before submitting your application.  

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF


 

HOSTING HIGH-LEVEL 

RESEARCHERS  
 

BUILDING THE ERA AND FRANCE’S 

INTERNATIONAL ATTRACTIVENESS 

ACHN 
2015 Edition 

 

ANR-GUI-AAP-07 - Texte AAP 2015  3/19 

CONTENTS 

 

 

1. CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS .................4 

1.1. Context ............................................................................. 4 
1.2. Objectives ......................................................................... 4 

2. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROGRAMME ....................................5 

2.1. Characteristics of the applications .......................................... 5 

2.2. Characteristics of the projects ............................................... 6 
2.3. Characteristics of the funding granted..................................... 6 

3. ASSESSING THE APPLICATIONS .............................................7 

3.1 Selection procedure .............................................................. 7 

3.2 Checking the eligibility .......................................................... 9 
3.3 Criteria for evaluating the applications ....................................10 
3.4 Evaluating the applications ...................................................11 
3.5 Criteria for selecting the candidates........................................12 

4 FINANCING PROCEDURES FOR THE SELECTED APPLICATIONS ............ 12 

5 SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION ............................................. 13  
5.1 Contents of the application ...................................................13 
5.2 The on-line document ..........................................................14 

5.3 The administrative and financial document ..............................14 
5.4 The scientific document ........................................................15 

6 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PREPARING THE APPLICATION.................. 18 

6.1 Scientific publications ..........................................................18 
6.2 Actions in favour of scientific and technical culture and 

communication ..................................................................19 
6.3 Actions in favour of higher education ......................................19 

 

 



 

HOSTING HIGH-LEVEL 

RESEARCHERS  
 

BUILDING THE ERA AND FRANCE’S 

INTERNATIONAL ATTRACTIVENESS 

ACHN 
2015 Edition 

 

ANR-GUI-AAP-07 - Texte AAP 2015  4/19 

1. CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

1.1. CONTEXT 

The capacity to host, in research centres situated in France, high-level researchers from 

abroad is a key component of the policy to increase France’s international scientific standing 

and attractiveness. 

 
For France, beyond the benefits in term of image resulting from the temporary or permanent 

hosting of high-level scientists of international renown, the aim is to channel the contribution 

of these particularly productive skills into reinforcing the country’s potential of innovative 

research and structuring, on the long term, new research themes.  

1.2. OBJECTIVES 

The Hosting High-Level Researchers (ACHN) programme has precisely for objective to 

partake in this strategy of reinforcing French research and technological innovation, by 

providing, to the best of these scientists, significant resources that will allow them to conduct 

their research projects in France and to settle there. The programme relies on the strong 
commitment of French laboratories and research centres. 

 

It thus aims to host, on the long term, two categories of French or foreign researchers, living 

outside France, and who have spent the majority of their post-doctoral career also outside 

France: high-potential junior researchers and top international senior ones (see paragraph 2.1 
Characteristics of the applications).    

 

The significant resources associated with the ACHN programme and the strong commitment 

of the host institution (ESPT, university, etc.) will insure that each successful candidate will 
benefit from excellent conditions regarding his hosting and scientific integration, so that he 

may develop his work, of which a high impact is expected, and set up a research team.  

 

It is expected from the successful candidate: 

 That he demonstrates a long term involvement in his host laboratory, in order that his 
presence and his work have a real impact on the laboratory, in particular in raising its 

level of competences and its international visibility and attractiveness.    

 That he facilitates the emergence of new scientific or technological top-level fields, 

which are little if not at all present in France. 

 That he takes part in the setting up or in the reinforcement of links between his host 
laboratory and foreign ones. 

 That he accompanies and strengthens the scientific policy and activities of his host 

laboratory. 

 That he actively contributes to the dissemination of the results of his research in 

higher education.  
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By hosting high-level scientists on original topics, the objective of the programme is also to 
contribute to the development of French scientific research: 

 By creating the conditions for ambitious projects, carrying a high scientific and 

societal impact, to take off. 

 By enabling research structures to open new scientific avenues that are little if not at 

all explored in France, and to access new international networks brought by the 
successful candidate.   

 

2. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROGRAMME 

The ACHN programme works on a call for proposals basis and is opened to all scientific 
fields and research disciplines. The project proposed by the candidate can be in fundamental 
or industrial research (see definitions in the Regulations concerning the conditions of 

allocation of ANR funding1). 
 

The programme is part of the Building the European Research Area and France’s 
International Attractiveness component of the ANR Action Plan. 

2.1. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE APPLICATIONS 

The ACHN programme is aimed at two categories of researchers, of French or foreign 

nationality: 

 

Junior candidates: 
 They must have obtained their research doctorate (or a diploma equivalent to the 

international PhD standard) 2 to 7 years2 prior to the date of closure of the call for 

proposals, thus between 29 May 2008 and 29 May 2013. 

 They must have spent, at the date of closure of the present call, a minimum of 24 

months outside France after obtaining their doctorate.  
 They must demonstrate through their scientific research a high-level of excellence 

with international recognition. 

 

Senior candidates: 
 They must have obtained their research doctorate (or a diploma equivalent to the 

international PhD standard) more than 7 years prior to the date of closure of the call 

for proposals, thus before 29 May 2008. 

 They must have spent a large part of their post-doctoral research career outside 

France. 

                                                 
1 http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF 
2 Exemptions to this time limit can be granted, allowing for an extension of 18 months maximum for events that occurred 

after obtaining the doctorate, such as maternity, parental leave, long-term sick leave (over 90 days). Maternity enables to an 

18 months extension (regardless of the number of children), the other events to an extension corresponding to the exact 
duration of the event, always in the 18 months limit. Proof of situation is to be provided when the project is submitted. 
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 They must demonstrate a well-established career, with a high-level of international 
recognition.  

 There is no age limit. 

 

The following conditions are common to all candidates, junior and senior: 

 The candidate must be residing and working outside France at the date of closure of 
the call. He must not hold a permanent post (poste à durée indéterminée) in a French 

organization at that date. 

 In derogation from this rule, the recipient of a Marie Sklodowska Curie bursary (or 

equivalent), residing in France for a maximum of 12 months prior to the date of 

closure of the call, is eligible to apply.   
 The period of activity outside France must not result from the candidate having been 

made available to another organization (mise à disposition), given non-active status 

(disponibilité) or seconded as temporary staff (détachement) by a French research 

organization. 
 The successful candidate must be in position to relocate to France within 6 months 

after the implementation of the financing. Should he fail to do so, the ANR reserves 

the right to withdraw the benefit of the financial support it allocated to him.   

 The candidate must devote a minimum of 50 % of his time to the project, calculated 

on the total duration of the project. A regular and significant presence in the host 
laboratory is required from him.  

 The candidate is encouraged to sit the recruitment competitive examinations open by 

higher education and research organizations during all the period of the financing of 

his project. 

2.2. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROJECTS 

 The main objective of this programme is to encourage the long-term hosting of high-

level researchers in France. Thus, the duration of the projects must be between 36 

months (minimum) and 48 months (maximum). 

 It is imperative that the candidate should be hosted and his project completed in a 
French structure (laboratory) and a French institution (host institution) located in 

France. This excludes international associated laboratories of French research 

organizations, as well as French institutions situated outside France.  

 A strong commitment is expected from the host institution. To that purpose it must, 

in coordination with the candidate, detail and quantify in the scientific document the 
resources it is putting at the candidate’s disposal (funding theses or post-docs., 

providing office and laboratory space, equipment, additional budget…). The origin of 

the resources must also be specified (co-funding such as Idex, Labex, Region…).   

2.3. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FUNDING GRANTED 

Candidates are invited to submit projects that require an ANR funding to a maximum of:  
 500,000€ for a junior candidate. 

 1,000,000€ for a senior candidate. 
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The financial support granted by the ANR can cover part or the totality of the successful 
candidate’s salary and of the non-permanent staff engaged in the project (doctoral and 

postdoctoral students, technician…). 

 

The funding of each postdoctoral student cannot be for less than 12 months. 

 
The means eligible for the completion of the project cover operating expenditure (laboratory 

costs, travel expenses, service costs…) and equipment expenditure. For further information 

regarding which means are eligible, the candidate can consult the Regulations concerning the 

conditions of allocation of ANR funding3.  

  
If during the time his project is being financed the successful candidate obtains a permanent 

position in a higher education institution or in a research organization, the funding of the 

project may be continued and the part of the financing allocated to the candidate’s salary can 

be used to increase the project’s impact. This reshuffling of the funding requires the prior 
agreement of the ANR.   

 

Should the successful candidate move to a different higher education institution or research 

organization after obtaining a permanent position, the funding of the project may be 

continued and transferred to the new host institution. This mobility of the financing requires 
the prior agreement of the ANR. The new host institution must specify its contractual 

commitments.   

 

If during the time his project is being financed the successful candidate is recruited on a 

permanent or non-permanent basis by a company or a Research and Development Centre, he 
loses the part of the funding which remains to be payed at the date he obtained this position.  

 

Candidates are entitled to seek additional funding in order to reinforce the impact of their 

project. 
 

Candidates are encouraged to seek additional funding aimed at heightening the overall 

impact of their project. 

 

3. ASSESSING THE APPLICATIONS 

3.1 SELECTION PROCEDURE 

The selection procedure involves the following actors: 

 The Evaluation panel. It comprises French and foreign representatives of the relevant 

research communities. They come from the private and the public sector. Its task is to 
assess the applications, taking into account the external peer reviews and the two 

                                                 
3 http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF 
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reviews done within the Evaluation panel, and to rank the applications against each 
other. 

 The external peer reviewers. They are proposed by the Evaluation panel. They give a 

written opinion on the applications.   

 The Steering committee. It comprises qualified individuals and institutional 

representatives. Its task is to propose a list of candidates for financing by the ANR, in 
keeping with the work achieve by the Evaluation panel. 

 

Each application is assess by two members of the Evaluation panel and, at least, by two 

external peer reviewers.       

 
The people who take part in the selection of the applications commit to respecting the 

provisions of the ANR’s deontology charter4, in particular those related to confidentiality 

and conflicts of interest. 

   
Once the list of the selected projects is published, the composition of the Evaluation panel 

and of the Steering committee is published on the ANR’s web site. 

 

The main phases of the selection procedure are as follows: 

 The ANR assesses the eligibility of the application, following the criteria detailed in 
paragraph 3.2. 

 The ANR requests external peer reviewers, in accordance with the propositions made 

by the Evaluation panel. 

 Peer reviewers draw up their assessment reports, following the criteria and 

modalities detailed in paragraphs 3.3 and 3.4.  
 The Evaluation panel assesses and ranks the applications after having received the 

peer reviewers’ assessment reports. 

 The Steeering committee proposes a list of applications to be financed by the ANR on 

the basis of the work done by the Evaluation panel. 
 The ANR establishes the list of the selected applications (principal list and, possibly, 

supplementary list) and publishes it on the call for proposals’ dedicated page on the 

ANR web site. 

 The Evaluation panel’s reports are sent to the relevant candidates. 

 For the selected applications, revision and finalization of the scientific and financial 
and administrative documents (exchanges between the ANR and the successful 

candidate). 

 Signature of the grant agreement with the beneficiaries. 

                                                 
4http://www.agence -nationale-

recherche.fr/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/uploaded/2009/Charte_deontologie_mars -2009.pdf  
 
 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/uploaded/2009/Charte_deontologie_mars-2009.pdf
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/uploaded/2009/Charte_deontologie_mars-2009.pdf
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 First instalments payed to the beneficiaries according to the rules stipulated in the 
Regulations concerning the conditions of allocation of ANR funding 

(http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/FR). 

 

 

3.2 CHECKING THE ELIGIBILITY 

The ANR verifies the eligibility on the basis of the information received at the date of closure 

of the call for proposals. The applications considered as non-eligible are not evaluated and 
cannot receive funding from the ANR. 

 

An application is eligible if all the below conditions are satisfied: 

 The application is complete and conform to the format specified in chapter 5. 

 The candidate is neither member of the Evaluation panel nor of the Steering 
committee of the programme. 

 The candidate is residing and working outside France at the date of closure of the 
call. He does not hold a permanent post (poste à durée indéterminée) in a French 

organization at that date. In exception to this rule, the recipient of a Marie 

Sklodowska Curie bursary (or equivalent), residing in France for a maximum of 12 
months prior to the date of closure of the call, is eligible to apply.   

 The period of activity outside France should not result from the candidate having 
been made available to another organization (mise à disposition), given non-active 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/FR


 

HOSTING HIGH-LEVEL 

RESEARCHERS  
 

BUILDING THE ERA AND FRANCE’S 

INTERNATIONAL ATTRACTIVENESS 

ACHN 
2015 Edition 

 

ANR-GUI-AAP-07 - Texte AAP 2015  10/19 

status (disponibilité) or seconded as temporary staff (détachement) by a French research 

organization. 

 The candidate has obtained his research doctorate (or a diploma equivalent to the 

international PhD standard) 2 to 7 years (junior candidate) or for more than 7 years 

(senior candidate) prior to the date of closure of the call for proposals, thus between 

29 May 2008 and 29 May 2013 for a junior candidate and before 29 May 2008 for a 
senior candidate. 

 At the date of closure of the present call, the candidate has spent a minimum of 24 

months outside France after obtaining his doctorate (junior candidate) or a large part 

of his post-doctoral research career (senior candidate). 

 The duration of the project is between 36 months (minimum) and 48 months 
(maximum). 

 The funding requested from the ANR must not exceed 500,000€ for an application 

submitted by a junior candidate, and 1,000,000€ for one submitted by a senior 

candidate. 
 The project involves only one partner (the host institution) that can only be an 

“organisme de recherche” (research organization) and which must be located in 

France.  

 

An application is not eligible if: 
 It does not satisfy to the above conditions. 

 Several projects are submitted by the same candidate in this call for proposals. 

 The ANR establishes that the project is similar5 to another one already financed or 

which is in the process of being evaluated in another call for proposals of the 2015 

ANR work programme (http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/PA2015), or that it 
is non-original6.  

 Information is missing or parts of the application document are incorrectly filled in, 

or if there are discrepancies between the information entered online and the one 

detailed in the scientific document (see paragraphs 5.2 and 5.4). 

3.3 CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING THE APPLICATIONS 

The external peer reviewers and the members of the Evaluation panel are required to assess 

the project proposals according to the following evaluation criteria: 

 

1. Relevance of the application to the objectives of the programme 
 The application and the project comply to the objectives described in chapter 1.  

 

2. The candidate’s scientific excellence 

                                                 
5 Similarity is established when two proposals, in their totality or in part, describe the same principal aims, or result from a 

simple adaptation, and involve near identical teams.  
6 The non-original character is established when the application borrows or copies, in totality or in part, previous literature 
without quoting the sources. 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/PA2015
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 Quality of the candidate’s academic background and research in respect of the 
objectives of the programme described in chapter 1 and paragraph 2.1. 

 

3. Scientific excellence and/or innovative nature of the project for research  

 Scientific originality of the project. 

 Existence of a new contribution to fundamental or applied French national research. 
 

4. Quality of the structure of the project and its feasibility 

 Candidate’s involvement in the project. 

 Consistency of the tasks of the project with the objectives to achieve. 

 Relevance of the time-table to the objectives of the project. 
 Consistency between the project and the funding requested from the ANR. 

 

5. Quality of the candidate-laboratory-host institution partnership  

 Adequacy and relevance of the couple candidate-host laboratory for realizing the 
project. 

 Matching of the scientific project with the research policy of the host laboratory.  

 Added value of the funding for the host laboratory, the host institution and the 

candidate. 

 Importance of the means dedicated, by the laboratory and the institution, for the 
hosting of the candidate and the achievement of his project. 

 

6. Global impact of the project 

 For the candidate’s future. 

 In terms of research and innovation. 
 Enhancing the visibility and the attractiveness of the host laboratory. 

 International network brought by the candidate. 

 Actions in favour of scientific and technical communication. 

 Actions in favour of higher education. 

3.4 EVALUATING THE APPLICATIONS 

All the applications are assessed by at least two external peer reviewers. These reviewers 

work individually and in confidentiality, without communicating with a third party. They 

only have at their disposal the elements that constitute the application, such as submitted by 

the candidate at the date of closure of the call for proposals. They fill in an individual 
assessment report in which they assess each one of the six evaluation criteria detailed above, 

according to a 0 to 5 rating table. They provide a commentary for each criterion. 

 

The applications are then assessed by two members of the Evaluation panel who have access 

to the external reviewers’ written reports. They draw up their own individual assessment 
reports, using the same criteria and the same rating table as the external reviewers.      
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At their final meeting, the members of the Evaluation panel briefly present the characteristics 
of each application and synthesize their opinion and the reviewers’ assessments, putting the 

emphasis on the strengths and the weaknesses of the application. 

 

The collegiate discussion, application by application, allows for a competitive evaluation of 

them and for their ranking in three categories: 
A: Excellent applications that clearly deserve to be selected (10%). 

B: Applications subject to minor reservations which could therefore be selected, budget 

permitting. 

C: Applications that are not up to the standards required by the evaluation criteria and, 

therefore, cannot be selected. 
 

Mark Significance 

5 Excellent: The proposal successfully addresses all relevant aspects of the criterion in 

question. Any shortcomings are minor. 
4 Very good: The proposal addresses the criterion very well, although certain 

improvements are still possible. 
3 Good : Criterion handled well, but there is room for improvement. 

2 Poor : Crierion is addressed quite satisfactorily, but there are serious weaknesses. 
1 Inadequate: Criterion is addressed in a superficial and unsatisfactory manner. 

0 Criterion not addressed or cannot be evaluated with the information provided. 

 

A final evaluation report synthesizes the consensus met by the members of the Evaluation 

panel. It is sent to the Steering committee. Once the results are published, the reports are sent 
to the candidates.   

3.5 CRITERIA FOR SELECTING THE CANDIDATES 

The Steering committee proposes the final ranking of the applications following the 

Evaluation panel’s recommendations. 

 
The main elements of discussion on which the Steering committee bases his ranking are: 

 The candidate’s scientific quality. 

 The scientific relevance of the proposed project from a scientific, societal and 

economic point of view. 

 The complementarity of each application to all those selected (challenges, disciplines, 
junior/senior, gender). 

 

4 FINANCING PROCEDURES FOR THE SELECTED APPLICATIONS  

The allocation conditions of an ANR funding are to be found in the Regulations concerning 
the conditions of allocation of ANR funding (http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/FR). 

The candidate, with the help of the host laboratory and institution, is invited to read 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/FR
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carefully this document when preparing his application, in particular the provisions 
regarding the budget. The ANR will sign a grant agreement with the host institution.  

 

The ANR will conduct a scientific monitoring of the selected projects, up to a year after the 

end of their financing. This monitoring includes: 

 The candidate’s participation to the launch seminar of the present call.  
 The production of one or two intermediary progress reports, depending on the 

duration of the project. 

 The production of up-to-date summaries of the objectives, work in progress and 

results of the project for ANR publications, whatever type of medium.  

 The production of an end- of-project report. The allocation of the balance of the ANR 
grant is conditioned by this report. 

 The collection of data on the impact of the project, up to a year after its completion. 

 The successful candidate’s participation to at least one mid-project review seminar. 

 The candidate’s participation to the conferences organized by the ANR (one or two 
participations). 

 

The candidates must include their participation to the scientific monitoring of their project in 

their work programme. 

 
The successful candidate must relocate to France within 6 months after the implementation 

of the financing. Should he fail to do so, the ANR reserves the right to withdraw the benefit 

of the financial support it allocated to him.    

 

5 SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION 

The candidate submits his application and his project as principal investigator. Nevertheless, 

when a project is selected for financing, the ANR contracts with an institution (legal entity) 

and not with a principal investigator (natural person). Therefore, before submitting his 

proposal, the principal investigator must ensure the involvement of the host institution 
which will be signing the grant agreement in case of success. 

5.1 CONTENTS OF THE APPLICATION 

The application document includes: 
 An on-line document to be completed. 

 An administrative and financial document (which can be downloaded from the 
submission site) which is to be signed by the candidate and the legal representative of 

the host institution, and submitted on the submission web site. 
 A scientific document also to be submitted on the submission web site. 

 

For the checking of the eligibility (see paragraph 3.2), the application will only be deemed 
complete if all the three above mentioned documents are filled in and submitted on the 

submission web site before the dates of closure indicated on page 2 of the present call for 
proposals.  
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Important 
No further document will be accepted after the closure of the call for proposals, the date and 

time of which are indicated on page 2 of the present call for proposals. 

 

 
 

 

5.2 THE ON-LINE DOCUMENT 

The following, non-exhaustive, information are to be submitted on line (link available on the 

page dedicated to the call for proposals on the ANR’s web site. The address is on page 1 of 
the current work programme): 

 Identity of the project (acronym, title in French and in English, duration…).  

 Identification of the partner, that is to say the host institution (full name, symbol, 

category of the partner and basis for calculating the grant, type and number of unit, 

supervisory managing and host authorities for a laboratory in a research 
organization, SIRET number…). 

 Candidate’s identification and address where his project will be carried out.  

 Financial data (detailed per item of expenditure). 

 Scientific summaries (4,000 signs per field): a scientific summary (non-confidential) of 
the project in French and in English, overall objectives, scientific/technical hurdles, 

work programme, and scientific, technical and economic implications. These 

summaries are intended for diffusion in order to solicit reviewers as part of the 

selection process.   

 A maximum of two experts refused for the evaluation of the proposal (optional 
information). 

 

All this information can be modified until the closure of the call for proposals. It is 

nevertheless strongly recommended to: 

 Take particular care in writing the scientific summaries. 
 Start entering the administrative and financial information on the submission web 

site at the latest a week before the closure of the call for proposals. 

 Save the data entered on a page of the submission web site before leaving it.  

 Not to wait for the date of closure of the call for proposals for finalizing the 
submission procedure. 

 

Candidates will receive an e-mail acknowledging their submission upon closure of the call 

for proposals, provided that a scientific document has been submitted on the site and that 

the funding request has been completed (non-zero sum).   
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5.3 THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL DOCUMENT 

The administrative and financial document is generated from the submission web site 

(“télécharger le document à signer” in the tab “soumission du projet”), once the data have 

been submitted on line.   

    

The document must be signed by the candidate (called principal investigator), the legal 
representative of the host managing institution and by the director of the host laboratory or 

research unit.  

 

Once this document is signed and scanned in PDF format, the applicant must enter it on the 

submission web site, at the latest on the date indicated on page 2 of the present call for 
proposals. 

5.4 THE SCIENTIFIC DOCUMENT 

The scientific document is entered on the submission web site in PDF format (generated from 

a word-processing software and not scanned) without any protection. It comprises a 

maximum of 25 pages. The number of pages is all inclusive, no appendix will be accepted. 
The submission web site will refuse the uploading of a document that does not meet these 

requirements. 

 

 It is recommended to use a layout that allows an easy reading of the document (A4 sheet, 
Times 11 or equivalent, single-spaced, 2 cm margins, page numbering). 

 

It is also recommended to submit the scientific document in English as the assessment may 

be conducted by non-francophone reviewers. Should it be written in French, an English 

translation can be asked for. 
 

No further document will be accepted after the closure of the call for proposals, the date and 

time of which are indicated on page 2 of the present call for proposals. 

 
1. General information (1 page) 
1.a. Information concerning the project 

 In the header: acronym of the project proposal, call for proposals and year (2015).  

 Full title of the project proposal (in bold). 

 ERC panel name and panel descriptor that correspond the best to the field of research 
of the project. If necessary, a second ERC panel name and/or panel descriptor can be 

indicated. The list of the ERC panel names and panel descriptors can be found on: 

http://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/erc%20peer%20review%20evalu

ation%20panels.pdf 

 Summary of the project as submitted on the submission web site. 
 
1.b. Information concerning the host structure 

 Name of the host structure (laboratory, unit…). 

http://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/erc%20peer%20review%20evaluation%20panels.pdf
http://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/erc%20peer%20review%20evaluation%20panels.pdf
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 Name of the host institution. 
 Address of the host institution. 

 Name of the head of the host structure. 

 Name and position of a scientific correspondent within the host institution. 

 
2. Relevance of the application to the orientations of the programme (1 to 2 pages) 

 Explain why and how the proposed application and project are consistent with the 

programme as it is presented in chapters 1 and 2 (Context and objectives of the 

programme; Characteristics of the programme) of the present call for proposals.  

 Using the information given in his CV, demonstrate which high-level competences of 

the candidate will enhance the project proposal. 
  
3. The candidate’s scientific excellence (4 to 5 pages) 

 A precise and detailed CV must be included in the scientific document. It must 

comprise the following elements:   
 
3.a. Personal information 

 Surname and first name. 

 Date and place of birth. 

 Nationality. 
 Personal address. 

 
3.b. Diplomas and awards 

 Nature of the diplomas and awards and date when they were obtained. 

 Thesis: title, honours (if applicable), date and place when it was obtained. 
 For the recipients of a Marie Curie Sklodowska grant (or equivalent): if currently 

residing in France, since when. 

 
3.c. Professional situation 

 Current work situation. 

 Date of recruitment to the present position. 

 Current professional address. 

 Professional career since obtaining a doctorate. 

 For candidates holding French nationality: status of the position occupied, place and 
date of beginning and end of professional placements abroad of more than three 

months (since obtaining a doctorate). Administrative status of the candidate during 

those placements. 

 For candidates holding a foreign nationality: status of the position occupied, place 

and date of beginning and end of professional placements abroad of more than three 
months (since obtaining a doctorate).  

 
3.d. Scientific work 

 List of the principal patents and publications and, if necessary, scientific 
communications, in particular those relevant to the theme of the project. 
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4. Scientific excellence and/or innovative nature of the project for research (4 to 5 pages) 

 Describe the objectives of the project and the scientific and technical hurdles that will 

need to be overcome during its completion. Emphasize the ambitious and/or 

innovative nature of the proposal. Describe, if necessary, the end products that will 

be developed and present the anticipated outcomes.  
 Describe the state of knowledge of the topic at hand. Point out any contributions the 

candidate may have made to this state-of-art. Describe any preliminary results.  

 Explain how the project stands regarding the context described in chapter 1, as regard 

competing, complementary, or past projects and research, patents, etc.  

 Explain how this project brings new competences little if not at all present in 
fundamental or applied research at national level in France.  

 
5. Quality of the structure of the project and its feasibility (5 to 6 pages) 

 Describe the scientific programme and justify its breaking down into work tasks 
consistent with the aims pursued. 

 For each task describe the objectives and the possible indicators of success, the role 

and the involvement of the candidate and of associated members, the detailed work 

programme, the deliverables, the members’ contributions, the methods and technical 

choices, the risks and the back-up solutions envisaged. If deemed necessary, the time-
table for the different tasks and their related elements can be presented in graphic 

form (a Gantt diagram for example).  

 If applicable, demonstrate the relationship between the scientific disciplines and the 

complementarity of the expertise areas used. For research projects dealing with 

matters that could be harmful to human beings, animals and/or the environment, 
discuss the ethical dimensions of the project.  

 Provide a scientific and technical rationale for the financing requested, as it is 

indicated on the submission web site, by main object-of-expenditure (excluding 

management or organizational expenses): equipment, staff (including the salaries of 
the candidate, doctoral students, postdoctoral students), running costs. Should extra 

non-ANR financing be expected, indicate their amount and origin (host laboratory, 

host institution, Idex, Labex, support from the relevant region...) in a clear and 

detailed manner, and how they are complementary to the ANR grant. 

 
6. Quality of the candidate-laboratory-host institution partnership (1 to 2 pages)  

 Describe the host laboratory and explain the candidate’s motivations regarding his 

choice of this laboratory, and the added-value of this choice for the implementation of 

the project. 

 Explain why the hosting of the candidate and the associated project is of strategic 
importance for the laboratory and how it reinforces its scientific policy. One can refer 

to the letter of intent in section 8 of the scientific document. 

 Describe in detail how, within the context of the project, the host laboratory and 

institution plan to consolidate the candidate’s contribution on the long term. It is 
strongly recommended to set up a roadmap for the deployment and contribution of 
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the project, for the competences of the host laboratory, for the strategy of the host 
laboratory and institution, and for the setting up of new international networks.  

 
7. Global impact of the proposal (1 to 2 pages) 

 Describe the impact of the project for the candidate. 

 Detail the expected impact of the project on the emergence of new scientific and 
technical cutting-edge areas little present in France. 

 Explain how the project will have an impact for the host laboratory and institution, in 

particular in terms of visibility and/or international attractiveness, of reinforcem ent 

and setting up of links with foreign laboratories. 

 Explain the scientific communication, the promotion of scientific and technical 
culture, the contributions to higher education courses. 

 Explain the use of the expected results and, if need be, of other impacts 

(standardization, providing information to public authorities…), time-tables and 

nature of expected technical and economic impacts, possible incidence on 
employment, creation of new activities.   

 Detail the intellectual property rules which will apply between the candidate and the 

host institution. 

 
8. Letter of intent of the host laboratory (1 to 2 pages) 

 This letter is compulsory and is an important part of the application. 

 It testifies of the commitment of the host laboratory and institution. 

 It must enable the reviewers and the Evaluation panel to clearly understand the 

nature, the quality and the importance of the support the host laboratory and 

institution are prepared to give the candidate and for the implementation of his 
research project. 

 It must be signed by the head of the laboratory or of the research unit and co-signed 

by the legal representative of the host institution. 

 

6 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PREPARING THE APPLICATION 

The following recommendations are guidelines for preparing the application in the context 

of the present call for proposals. 

6.1 SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS 

 In the context of its participation to the European Research Area, the ANR reasserts 
its commitment to the development of Open Access for the results of research 

financed with public funding. The dissemination, sharing and perennial archiving of 

scientific publications related to projects financed by the ANR contribute to reinforce 

the visibility and attractiveness of French research. Multiple entering of information 
is thus avoided and the documents are made more easily available to all researchers. 

 As signatory of the “Convention de partenariat en faveur des archives ouvertes et de 

la plateforme mutualisée HAL”, the ANR recommends that, in respect of the rules 
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regarding intellectual property and the duration of a possible embargo, all 
publications related to the projects it finances are deposited in an open archive, 

directly into HAL or by the intermediary of a local archival institution7. 
 

6.2 ACTIONS IN FAVOUR OF SCIENTIFIC AND TCHNICAL CULTURE AND 

COMMUNICATION 

 Scientific and technical culture and communication actions are eligible for ANR 

funding. 

 They must clearly show a connection with the project and an ambitious impact, 
describing the target groups (media, youth, education professionals, etc.). 

 For the setting up of these actions it is recommended to work with scientific 

communication/mediation professionals (heads of communication in corporations 

and research institutions, operators of scientific cultural entities, etc.).  

 The financial resources designed for these activities cannot exceed 10 percent of the 
total ANR grant.  

 These activities must be subject to a clearly identified task in the project proposal. 

They will be assessed as an element of section 7 of the scientific document (Global 

impact of the proposal). 
 For further information regarding the integration of scientific culture and 

communication actions, it is recommended to consult the relevant page on the ANR 

web site8.     

6.3 ACTIONS IN FAVOUR OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

 The contribution of a project to higher education courses can reinforce its impact. The 
purpose is to promote the incorporation of current research issues into educational 
courses.  

 Projects financed by the ANR may include such actions into their work programme. 
The proposed measures in favour of higher education must be directly related to the 

content of the project. These actions can be of different types (creating a web site, 
designing and developing new educational tools based on research material, series of 
lectures, etc.).  

 The financial resources designed for these activities cannot exceed 10 percent of the 
total ANR grant.  

 These measures will be assessed as an element of section 7 of the scientific document 
(Global impact of the proposal). 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                 
7 Convention de partenariat en faveur des archives ouvertes et de la plateforme mutualisée HAL – 2 April 2013. 
8 http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Diffusion 


