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BACKGROUND TO THE CALL  

Cooperation in Fisheries, Aquaculture and Seafood Processing (COFASP) is an ERA-NET created to 

directly address actions envisaged within fisheries, aquaculture and seafood. It was created as 

under the KBBE theme in FP7, and is part of the Europe 2020 strategy, which recognises 

bioeconomy as an important part of the strategy. The main objectives of COFASP are: 

 

 To lay the basis for exploitation according to the precautionary principles and to enhance 

innovation in and competiveness of the primary sectors fisheries and aquaculture as well as 

subsequent seafood processing and distribution to the consumer. 

 To define the science, information and data necessary to underpin the revision of the Common 

Fisheries Policy (CFP) and to ensure its successful implementation by designing complementary 

national research programmes and outlining monitoring and information/data sharing systems 

needed.  

 

COFASP is based on the earlier ERA-NET MariFish and the running ERA-NET SEAS-ERA, and will run 

48 months from its initiation on 1 February 2013, ending in February 2017. COFASP has 26 

partners from 15 countries in Europe. 

 

COFASP intends to launch 3 calls during its runtime. This call is the first call to be launched by 

COFASP. 

THEMATIC RESEARCH AREAS 

Interested project consortia can apply to the four topics across three thematic research areas 

which will be funded according to the funding table given in Annex A. The proposals should be 

structured around (one or more) sub-topics listed under each of the thematic research areas. 

Topics 

 Topic 1: the ecosystem approach to fisheries management 

 Topic 2: Spatial planning in fisheries and aquaculture 

 Topic 3: Improved aquaculture 

o Objective A: New and improved aquaculture systems 

o Objective B: Feed and nutrition in aquaculture 

o Objective C: Application of the improved capacity in genomics in aquaculture 

 Topic 4: Production chain 
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Topic 1: The ecosystem approach to fisheries management 

Sector: Fisheries 

 

Challenges:  

Exploitation of aquatic living resources is a key driver for growth and wealth creation in coastal 

areas. In managing fish stocks it is important to keep catches within the Maximum Sustainable 

Yield (MSY) for the targeted fish stocks for the ecological, economic and social benefits of the 

region. Due to climate change marine regions are subjected to ecological changes, such as changes 

in migratory patterns of fish stocks and interactions of new species with existing ecosystems. 

Policy legislation and associated enforcement must take place at the fishery level with predictable 

consequences at the stock level. Such an approach requires information on the relative 

environmental, ecological, bio-dynamics and abundance among and within fish stocks as well as 

information on fishing activities. To enhance food security, sustainable and cost-effective 

utilisation of natural resources and minimising discards is a pivotal challenge. Solutions must 

ensure that the three pillars of sustainability (ecological, economic and social) are represented in 

development of fisheries management strategies. 

 

Scope (projects should address one or several of the following): 

 Further development of multispecies models considering biological and technical interactions 

that can be used for assessing impacts of new policies (management plans) on sustainability of 

fish stocks. 

 Developing methods for monitoring and predicting climatically-related spatial shifts and 

changes in productivity of marine stocks. The methods should include application of genetics 

to resolve stock structure and stock identification in mixed fisheries. This will contribute to the 

task of estimating MSY under changing environmental conditions. 

 Improve reliable short-term forecasting of short-lived species (e.g. through recruitment 

indices) in advice on sustainable catch quotas and planning of effort. 

 Assessment of ecosystem impact of innovative fishing solutions that enhance selectivity of 

fishing gears or change in fishing behaviour, in relation to conventional gear. 

 

Impact:  

Contribution to the application of ecosystem-based approach to maintain marine biodiversity and 

sustainability, as highlighted in the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) for Good 

Environmental Status (GES), the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and most other European fisheries 

policies. Contribution towards full utilisation of living marine resources with application of MSY 

and the precautionary approach and elimination of discards in mind. 
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Topic 2: Spatial planning in fisheries and aquaculture 

Sector: Fisheries and Aquaculture 

 

Challenges: 

Increasing competition for productive marine areas and conflicts about utilisation of coastal 

resources puts pressure on the strategic planning of these areas in terms of economic, ecological 

and social aspects. To ensure they are used efficiently and in a sustainable way by the different 

stakeholders is pivotal to the viability of businesses relying on the resources of marine regions. The 

need for long term spatial planning and integrating management strategies of marine areas for 

aquaculture and fisheries activities is important in this context. 

 

Scope (projects should address one or several of the following): 

 Development of decision-making tools for marine spatial planning and providing tools for 

integrated approach in governance of spatial planning and for co-existence of fisheries, 

aquaculture with other industries in marine and coastal regions. 

 Allowing to optimise bio-economy components of coastal fisheries and aquaculture (e.g. use of 

resources, minimising ecosystem impact, considering the carrying capacities of the systems). 

 

Impact: 

Support to EU and national policies by providing tools and data for a responsible approach to the 

allocation of space, use of resources and sustainability of the ecosystem. 

 

Topic 3: Improved aquaculture 

Sector: Aquaculture 

 

Topic 3 contains three specific objectives, each of them aimed at improving and finding new 

solutions in aquaculture, such as optimised systems development, increased productivity and 

carrying capacity, with regards to economic and environmental parameters. Projects should 

address one or several objectives. 

 

Objective A: New and improved aquaculture systems 

 

Challenges: 

The potential for substantial growth in European aquaculture is faced with the requirement for 

reducing environmental impact. For freshwater cultivation water is a limited resource and costly if 

not reused. Intake of water from open sources such as lakes, rivers or sea includes risks of 

pathogens and parasites. Most cage farming is presently taking place in fjords, sea lochs and 

sounds sheltered from heavy weather conditions. Environmental constraints are limiting the 
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potential for production increase and new locations in the coastal zones are rarely available and 

acceptable. 

A solution can be provided through customisation of e.g. Recirculation Aquaculture Systems (RAS) 

technology in production systems for finfish or seawater invertebrates. Another option may be 

closed or semi-closed floating systems which may be more favourable regarding energy 

consumption and still diminish negative effects on the environment. In many cases, however, new 

technology will have impacts on the fish production environment and may thus affect fish welfare. 

Implementation of new technology or methods requires documentation that fish welfare is being 

properly safeguarded. 

 

Scope: 

The proposals should emphasise the advancement of aquaculture technology systems that are 

economically sustainable and are sensitive to animal welfare. This includes: 

 New technologies such as Recirculation Aquaculture Systems (RAS) or closed or semi-closed 

systems 

 To ensure optimal environmental conditions and reduce the ecological footprint of 

aquaculture 

 To ensure that welfare of the cultivated animals are safeguarded 

 To aim at new finfish species or customised systems for seawater invertebrates 

 

Impact: 

Availability of competitive and sustainable production methods tailor-made to fulfil the 

environment-quality needs of the species cultured. 

 

Objective B: Feed and nutrition in aquaculture 

 

Challenges: 

Feed cost in European aquaculture is high and accounts for more than 50% of production costs in 

European intensive finfish aquaculture, so cost-effective feeds are decisive for economic 

sustainability. The growth of the industry is highly dependent on a broad and sustainable raw 

material base for developing feed that meets the animal’s need for nutrients to obtain good 

growth, health and product quality. During the last marine decade [Fish] ingredients have been 

replaced to a large extent by plant protein based proteins and oil. In order to implement new feed 

components and address the scarcity of marine raw ingredients, more knowledge is needed about 

production (cultivation, harvesting, processing) of new resources and their suitability as feed 

ingredients for aquatic animals. 

Nutrition is an important tool to improve the robustness of farmed fish in critical (early) life stages 

such as: strong disease resistance against viruses, bacteria and parasites; good ability to cope with 
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environmental constraints; and the capability of combining fast growth with normal organ 

development. 

 

Scope: 

The proposals should emphasise new feed resources, their availability and suitability for industrial 

feed production. 

 Development of sustainable feeds with high and customised nutritional value that make 

aquaculture efficient producers of safe, high-value food 

 Efforts should be taken to evaluate the availability and suitability of new raw materials 

(including low trophic marine organisms) for industrial feed production 

 Efficient, competitive and sustainable protein and lipid sources for European fish feed 

production such as fish meals and oils. 

 

Impact: 

Contribute to food security and foster increased demand for marine products by providing a larger 

diversity of marketable products. 

 

Objective C: Application of the improved capacity in genomics in aquaculture 

 

Challenges: 

Robustness of farmed fish and shellfish with high fitness, better reproduction performance and 

better resistance to specific diseases are needed to ensure a healthy and more sustainable 

industry. In most cases, traditional breeding schemes do not fully exploit the available genetic 

variation for these traits, and marked-assisted or genomic selection has great potential to 

dramatically improve this. Advances in DNA sequencing and genotyping enable faster 

domestication and selection of sustainable breeds. 

 

Scope: 

The research should focus on developing genetic tools for improvements in production efficiency 

traits in domesticated fish strains such as: 

 Improving resistance to disease 

 Improving feed conversion efficiency (including feed/fish conversion) and fillet yields 

 Reducing the quantity of waste to reduce the environmental footprint and increase the 

competitiveness of the aquaculture industry 

 
Impact: 
Increased application of robust genetic tools in breeding schemes to fully exploit the available 
genetic variation of given traits. This will increase the fitness of the European breeding stocks and 
increase the competitiveness on the global market. 
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Topic 4: Production chain 
Sector: Seafood processing and cross-cutting theme 
 
Challenges: 
The European seafood processing industry is as varied as it is vast. The common factor is that the 

end price paid for each product and the consumer utilisation of the purchased product is highly 

dependent on handling throughout the product chain. Seafood originating in European waters has 

the chance of becoming a high quality product if collaboration can be assured in good handling 

and making use of modern processing technologies. A holistic approach to the seafood processing 

as an entire unbroken chain from harvesting to cooking, may facilitate economic benefits for the 

greater good of Europe with safer seafood, reduced waste of finalised packed seafood, and 

improved seafood quality as post-harvest losses are reduced in order to maximise resource 

efficiency. 

 

Scope (projects should address one or several of the following: 

 The proposals should provide means to improve each link of the product chain and shall 

address means to facilitate the saving of resources along the entire post-harvest chain at all 

levels of handling – in a competitive and innovative way, while reducing wasted seafood and 

improving, or at least maintaining, shelf life, food quality and, most importantly, food safety 

 Research-based documentation of preventive effects of and connections between seafood 

consumption and human health and means to provide information on nutritional and health 

benefits of seafood consumption 

 Ease implementation of scientific results throughout the value chain 

 
Impact: 
A stronger European seafood processing industry. Implemented innovative results such as 
development of innovative and sustainable seafood processing methods, will increase 
competitiveness of the European seafood industry, in particular SMEs. 

WHO CAN APPLY? 

Project consortia are eligible if they consist of partners from at least three COFASP partner 

countries providing cash funding for the call.  

Research institutions, public or private, and private companies must be eligible for funding by their 

national funding bodies. Applicants should consult their national regulations: LINK and/or contact 

their National Contact Points (see Guideline for Applicants).  

The indicative funds provided by each funding partner are listed in Annex A of this document. 

These amounts may be allocated to one or more projects. 

http://xxx/
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It is the intention of COFASP to fund more than one project per topic. This should be taken into 

consideration when applying. 

Applicants from countries which are not partners in the COFASP ERA-Net or from countries which 

do not provide funding for a specific thematic area of the call are welcome to participate. 

However, their costs need to be covered from their own resources or by other sources. They are 

not taken into account in the minimum number of eligible partners and countries in the COFASP 

eligibility criteria. 

Note that some funding partners will have sector specific funding, whereas others will have a 

cross-sector funding pool.  

PRE-REGISTRATION AND SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS 

The guideline for applicants, as well as the national regulations for each funding partner, is 

available at the COFASP website (www.COFASP.eu). Applications have to be filled in and submitted 

via the website’s submission portal. 

The pre-registration is mandatory and has to be concluded by 15 April 2014. 

The full proposal has to be submitted by 15 June 2014. 

Detailed information is provided within the guideline for applicants. 

http://www.cofasp.eu/
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ANNEX A - INDICATIVE CALL BUDGET 

FUNDER CONTRIBUTION TABLE OF THE COFASP CONSORTIUM PER COUNTRY AND THEMATIC AREA (IN 1000) 

COUNTRY FISHERIES AQUACULTURE SEAFOOD PROCESSING FUNDS IN 1000 € 

DENMARK (DASTI) €500,000 500 

FINLAND (MAF/FGFRI) In-kind In-kind 

FRANCE (ANR)   €1,000,000 1,000 

FRANCE (IRD) In-kind   In-kind 

GERMANY (BMELV) €500,000 500 

GREECE (HCMR) In-kind In-kind 

GREECE (GSRT) In-kind In-kind 

ICELAND (RANNIS) €250,000 250 

NORWAY (RCN) Topic 2,3,4 - €1,200,000 1,200 

NORWAY (FHF)   Topic 4 - €375,000 375 

ROMANIA (UEFISCDI) €500,000 500 

THE NETHERLANDS (DLO) Topic 1 – in-kind*   In-kind 
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COUNTRY FISHERIES AQUACULTURE SEAFOOD PROCESSING FUNDS IN 1000 € 

UNITED KINGDOM 

(DEFRA) 

Topic 1 - In-kind 

€12,073 

  In-kind 

ITALY (ISPRA) Topic 2 & 3 – In-kind  In-kind 

TURKEY (GDAR) €250,000 €500,000  750 

TOTAL  5,075 

*Specifically:  Assessment of ecosystem impact of innovative fishing solutions that enhance selectivity of fishing gears or 

change in fishing behaviour, in relation to conventional gear. 

 

For contact & support, please refer to the Guideline for applicants. 

 

 


