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IMPORTANT DATES 

CLOSING OF THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS  
The project proposals must be submitted on the ANR submission web site (link available 

on ANR website on the page dedicated to the call for proposals, the address of which is 
indicated on page 1) before the call for proposals closing deadline: 

19/03/2013 AT 13H00 (1 P.M.) (PARIS TIME) 
(see paragraph 5 "Conditions of submission") 

 

SIGNED AND SCANNED DOCUMENT 
Each partner must confirm participation in the project proposal by signing its 

administrative and financial document. This document can be printed from the ANR 
submission site after closure of the call for proposals. Once scanned in PDF format, the 
coordinator must upload all the signed administrative and financial documents to the 

submission web site no later than: 
 

19/04/2013 at 13h00 (1 p.m.) (Paris time) 
(see paragraph 5 "Conditions of submission") 

  

CONTACTS 
Technical and scientific, administrative and financial questions 

Mrs DEYGOUT Chloé 
Phone: +33 1 73 54 81 81 

E-mail: chloe.deygout@agencerecherche.fr 
 

ANR PROGRAMME DIRECTOR 
Mr MONFRAY Patrick, +33 1 73 54 81 66, patrick.monfray@agencerecherche.fr 

 
It is important to read carefully the present document in its entirety, and the regulations 
concerning the conditions of allocation of ANR funding (http://www.agence-nationale-

recherche.fr/RF) before submitting a research project proposal. 

mailto:chloe.deygout@agencerecherche.fr
mailto:patrick.monfray@agencerecherche.fr
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF
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1. CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

1.1. CONTEXT 

After decades of large scale environmental research, warnings and assessments in the 20th 
century (such as pollution, acid rain, ozone hole, climate and carbon cycle change, 
biodiversity loss…), a new sense of urgency in the face of planetary boundaries and tipping 
points1 emerged that implies the need to assimilate large scale environmental constraints 
into the development trajectories of human societies.  
 
If society is to address environmental changes in the 21st century, our current knowledge 
must be built upon now, to improve our understanding of the impacts, vulnerabilities and 
risks of environmental change, in order to enable us to develop adaptation or mitigation 
strategies as well as to benefit from opportunities in an environmentally sustainable 
manner2. To be most valuable, this knowledge must be provided on time and space scales 
that enable effective decision-making and support equitable economic and social 
development3, towards global sustainability of both human societies and environments. 

 
Facing societal and environmental changes at large scale calls for new ways to do science, 
beyond the needed strengthening of environmental science4, with more disciplines involved 
including humanities and social sciences, interdisciplinary and systemic approaches5, 
research that is transdisciplinary6 (i.e. involving stakeholders and science users from public, 
private or community sectors). It also appeals for new incentives and practices within 
education and the science system7, as well as working with multiple socio-geographic 
perspectives and approaches, incorporating different epistemes from around the world. 

 
Sciences and societies must jointly confront a double challenge: facing the multiplicity of 
large scale environmental changes, while preserving the socio-economic and ethical issues 
highlighted by the Agenda 21 on sustainable development8. Therefore, scientific 
contributions to any solution to adapt and mitigate environmental large scale changes need 
to be linked with broader processes of global change such as human and social processes that 

                                                      
1 Rockström, J. et al., Planetary boundaries: exploring the safe operating space for humanity, Ecology and Society 
14(2): 32, 2009. 
2 See http://www.igfagcr.org/images/documents/belmont_challenge_white_paper.pdf  
3 Ibid. 
4 e.g. climate, air, water, soil… 
5 Reid, W.V. et al., Earth System Science for Global Sustainability: Grand Challenges. Science, 12 November 2010, 
pp. 916-917. 
6 Scholz, R. W. (2011). Environmental Literacy in Science and Society: From Knowledge to Decisions, Cambridge 
University Press, Chapter 15 
7 Responses to Environmental and Societal Challenges for our Unstable Earth http://www.esf.org/rescue 
(RESCUE),  
8 See http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/agenda21  

http://www.igfagcr.org/images/documents/belmont_challenge_white_paper.pdf
http://www.esf.org/rescue
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/agenda21
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are embedded in specific societal systems, past and present. Actions for deliberate 
transformation9, that is both ethical and sustainable, need particular research studies, 
including historical and contextual complexities, consequences, conditions and visions for 
change, subjective sense making, responsibilities, choice and decision making10. 
 

1.2. PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES 

The program SOCENV is intended to strengthen the French research leadership to face 
societal and environmental changes. This transverse program is largely open to many 
disciplines and aims to: 
- Promote historical analysis and subsequent reanalysis, based on past information and 
knowledge of the processes at work; 
- Promote a range of projections or scenarios for the future, and possibly develop forecasts or 
retrospective analyses to achieve a future goal; 
- Promote interactions between specific regional11 scales and large scales or global trends; 
- Stimulate social, political and technological innovation for adaptation and mitigation; 
- Contribute elements towards elaborating and evaluating environmental policies in the face 
of multiple constraints (technology, sociology, economy, geopolitics ...); 
- Develop object-oriented approaches, ranging from bi-disciplinary to interdisciplinary, with 
user involvement. 
 
The SOCENV program (2012-2014) aims to broaden the scope of topics covered by the 
previous program GEC&S (2009-2011), giving more strength both to: 

- Questions associated with the dynamics of human societies; 
- Removal of environmental knowledge bottlenecks at regional scales and time scales, 

from a month to decades.  
 
SOCENV aims to: 

- Mobilize French skills pertaining to the analysis of human and social dimensions of large 
scale environmental issues; 

- Consolidate French skills on climate and environmental changes at regional scales; 
- Develop French skills in systemic research on the emerging theme of Earth system 

science for global sustainability12; 
- Strengthen the dialogue with policy makers and actors from public, private and 

community sectors, from co-design to efficient knowledge transfer in terms of 
opportunities, risks and uncertainties; 

- Strengthen the French leadership and contribute to international programs13 and 
European Research Era initiatives (as joint programming14 or knowledge transfer15). 

                                                      
9 Of structures and institutions, infrastructures, regulatory systems, behaviors and practices, lifestyles, policies 
and power relations… 
10 Transformative Cornerstones of Social Science Research for Global Change, http://www.worldsocialscience.org  
11 Beyond landscape, i.e. a region or basin covering a few hundred to a few thousand km² 
12 e.g. www.essp.org or www.icsu.org/future-earth  

http://www.worldsocialscience.org/
http://www.essp.org/
http://www.icsu.org/future-earth
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Expected research results include: 

- Reduction of the lack of knowledge related to societal environmental issues, within or 
between humanities, social sciences and natural sciences; 

- Design and interconnection of information systems, narrative and/or geo-referenced, 
dedicated to society-environment interaction and adaptation; 

- Development of modelling tools as multi-agent approaches for understanding social and 
behavioural dynamics facing environmental issues, and their interconnection with 
models of ecosystems and geophysical environments; 

- Development of indicators and scenarios of society-environment interaction; 
- Social, political and technological innovations needed to cope with large scale 

environmental changes. 
 
SOCENV is completed by ANR programs at smaller scales such as Sustainable Cities and 
Buildings, EcoTechnologies & EcoServices, Agrobiosphere, Sustainable Food, Contaminants 
and Environments, Innovative Societies16. SOCENV is also completed at the international 
level by multilateral programmes: IGFA/Belmont Forum17 et JPI Climate18. 
 

1.3. OBJECTIVES OF THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

 
SOCENV 2013 aims to strengthen disciplines as well as promote interdisciplinarity and 
user engagement. The program is open to consortiums of several public research 
laboratories, but also to consortiums involving users, such as decision-makers from public, 
private or community sectors. Thematic lines for 2013 are detailed below and cover: 

• Environmental knowledge bottlenecks at regional scales on climate, biogeochemical 
cycles, water and soils, targeting natural sciences19; 

• Social knowledge bottlenecks, targeting social sciences and humanities20; 
• Integrated research studies for more effective solutions, targeting interdisciplinary or 

transdisciplinary approaches. 
 
Two types of projects, of different durations and sizes21, can be submitted: 

                                                                                                                                                                      
13 e.g. Global Environmental Change programs at http://www.icsu.org  
14 e.g. http://www.jpi-climate.eu/  
15 e.g. http://www.climate-kic.org/  
16 See http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/programmes-de-recherche/calendrier-previsionnel  
17http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/programmes-de-recherche/environnement-et-ressources-
biologiques/igfa-belmont-iof 
18 http://www.jpi-climate.eu/ 
19 from physics to life sciences 
20 e.g. anthropology, demography, law, economy, geography, management, history, philosophy, psychology, 
political science, sociology… 
21 See paragraph 3.5  

http://www.icsu.org/
http://www.jpi-climate.eu/
http://www.climate-kic.org/
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/programmes-de-recherche/calendrier-previsionnel
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/programmes-de-recherche/environnement-et-ressources-biologiques/igfa-belmont-iof
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/programmes-de-recherche/environnement-et-ressources-biologiques/igfa-belmont-iof
http://www.jpi-climate.eu/
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• Exploratory projects working on innovative ideas that could include identified risk 
taking as well as clustering of on-going projects; 

or 
• Large projects that could promote aggregation of emergent concepts. 

 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION UNDER A BILATERAL AGREEMENT  
The ANR and Brazilian foundations in the States of Sao Paulo (FAPESP) and Pernambuco 
(FACEPE) wish to promote cooperation between French and Brazilian research teams. The 
details of the opening of this call for proposals to cooperation with Brazil are described in 
appendices (separate documents available on the ANR website on the page dedicated to the 
call for proposals). The contribution of the French project partners must meet all the 
acceptability and eligibility criteria pertaining to this call for proposals. 
Others collaborations are possible, in particular with global South and ultramarine areas. 
Within the context of the European Research Area, Climate-KIC22 projects are also 
welcomed. The different submission conditions are described below (paragraph 3.5). 

 

                                                      
22 e.g. http://www.climate-kic.org/ 

http://www.climate-kic.org/
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2. THEMES 

2.1. THEME 1: REGIONAL CLIMATE VARIABILITY AND PREDICTABILITY FROM A 
MONTH TO DECADES  

Producing useful information to better constrain regional climate variability23 from a month 
to decades is a major challenge for climate research. This information must include 
knowledge of uncertainties on extreme events, as well as dynamics of greenhouse gases and 
aerosols.  

Within this context, studies are expected on one or a few of the following items: 

• Climate reconstruction via multi-proxies observations, over the last two millennia, 
to capture regional patterns of climate variability from a month to years, as well as 
those of greenhouse gases and aerosols; 

• Climate and Earth System24 reanalysis, in interaction with global centres25, in order 
to improve data processing techniques, and monitor the quality of reanalyses in real 
time, as they are produced; 

• Sub-seasonal and seasonal predictions, from monsoon/tropical storm areas up to 
polar and sea ice conditions, using process and probabilistic approaches, with or 
without interactive aerosol cycles; 

• Explore intra- to inter-decadal predictability, including strategies to reduce 
uncertainties on variability, with or without interactive greenhouse gas and aerosol 
cycles.  

Combining observation and modelling approaches is encouraged, and will benefit from and 
contribute to international efforts such as IGBP/PAGES26 (2k Network, CCT1, CCT2 …), 
WCRP27 (CORDEX, CMIP5 including IPCC AR5, …) or GCP28. 
 

                                                      
23 As emphasized by recent initiatives (e.g. French Alliance on Environment, European JPI Climate, ICSU & ISSC 
Visioning, Global Framework for Climate Services…) 
24 Including greenhouse gas and aerosol cycles 
25 As for example, the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) 
26 See http://pages-igbp.org; http://www.pages-igbp.org/workinggroups/2k-network ; CCT1 - Chronology ; CCT 2 
- Proxy development, validation and calibration 
27 See http://www.wcrp-climate.org; CMIP5 Coupled Model Intercomparison Project Phase 5; CORDEX 
COordinated Regional climate Downscaling EXperiment 
28 www.globalcarbonproject.org 

http://pages-igbp.org/
http://www.pages-igbp.org/workinggroups/2k-network
http://www.wcrp-climate.org/
http://www.globalcarbonproject.org/


   

                                         FACING SOCIETAL, CLIMATE & 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES 

 

SOCENV2013 Edition 

 

ANR-GUI-AAP-06 - 2013 Call text   9/35 

2.2. THEME 2: SOIL AND WATER CHANGES AT REGIONAL SCALES  

This theme emphasizes changes at regional scales of soil and water resources, which are two 
key intricate issues that are both affected by anthropogenic pressures and environmental 
changes. 
Human activities (agriculture, livestock grazing, deforestation, afforestation, building 
construction…) have induced strong disturbance of soils through processes like erosion, 
contamination, acidification, salinization, desertification... Moreover, the capacity to store 
and transfer water resources is affected by changes in soil properties. Also, modifications in 
temperature or precipitation affect the land surface and soil dynamics, by modifying 
vegetation cover, water content and erosion. In return, these intricate changes affect both 
provisioning services (food, biofuels…) and regulation services (climate, water purification, 
waste management…). 
Within this context of land-use and climate changes, studies to assess soil and water 
degradation over decades are necessary, from landscape to regional scales, by aggregation of 
datasets and knowledge of processes. In addition, attribution of the respective roles of 
anthropogenic pressure and environmental changes (such as climate) and their interactions 
must be investigated, as well as their consequences on ecosystem services. 

2.3. THEME 3: SOCIAL KNOWLEDGE BOTTLENECKS 

The unprecedented confluence of environmental and societal large scale challenges requires 
the development of global environmental change research and a better integration of 
scientific and scholarly efforts. Research that crosses disciplines and broader fields of enquiry 
to bring together multiple perspectives and methods are needed to address the complexity of 
the challenges we face and to support more effective, equitable and sustainable policy 
responses to them.  
The broad objective of this thematic line is to build the human and social29 science analyses 
and knowledge bases for integrated global environmental change research. It is to advance 
the quality and utility of social science and humanities research on these changes through 
both theoretical and empirical work, employing both their own qualitative and quantitative 
approaches. The research undertaken would develop critical perspectives and call upon 
social sciences and humanities concepts and approaches to address fundamental issues of 
global environmental change. 
The following subtopics can be studied by disciplinary or interdisciplinary teams of 
researchers from humanities and social sciences: 

SUBTOPIC 2.3.1- HISTORICAL DRIVERS OF UNSUSTAINABLE GLOBAL LIFESTYLES 
What are the historical drivers that have led to our current high carbon lifestyles and current 
models of progress? What behaviours, institutions and socio-cultural systems, including 
rules and governance, have generated a world living beyond its natural limits, and what 
lessons can we learn from them? How do we situate and make sense of processes of climate 

                                                      
29 Including behavioural and economic aspects 
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and broader global environmental changes in human and social histories, and what 
predictors, if any, can we identify on the basis of such histories?  

SUBTOPIC 2.3.2- THE FABRIC OF SOCIAL LIFE UNDER GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES 
Global environmental changes can have an impact on the fabric of social life and on 
solidarity between or among generations or between regions, at both macro and micro 
scales. These aspects should be studied further. The kind of questions to be asked in this 
regard include: what could be the responses of people directly suffering from the impacts of 
global environmental changes, individually and socially? What are the consequences of 
global environmental changes for governance (private-public interactions) or institutions (in 
a broad definition as states, welfare systems, law at large…)? And what are the consequences 
for processes of social cohesion and solidarity? 

SUBTOPIC 2.3.3- CONDITIONS AND VISIONS FOR CHANGE 
The examination of climate and broader processes of global environmental changes depends 
on individual behaviors and social practices, culture and geopolitics. It will require an 
understanding of the scales at which change must happen in order to make a difference, and 
how we can speed up existing processes of change. It calls for innovative approaches to 
understand socio-ecological transition processes to cope with global environmental changes 
and move towards sustainable and equitable production and consumption patterns (drivers 
and barriers, unlocking and scaling-up strategies, agents of change, transformative 
innovations, etc.). Equally important, processes of change will have to rest on visions of 
alternative socio-economic systems, development pathways and political realities that are 
feasible and equitable, as well as clear understandings of the implications and limitations of 
processes of deliberate and deliberative transformation towards a greener economy. These 
issues of change and transformation as related specifically to global environmental changes 
are the focus of the third item of enquiry in the thematic line on social knowledge 
bottlenecks. 
 

2.4. THEME 4: INTEGRATED RESEARCH STUDIES FOR MORE EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS 

This thematic line calls for interdisciplinary and/or transdisciplinary research on problem-
oriented projects, within the large domain of global sustainability of human societies and of 
the environment. SOCENV 2013 emphasizes the engagement of science users30 to co-design 
projects with research communities. It could be addressed either by short exploratory 
projects to build up innovative consortia or by large integrated projects on mature subjects. 
 
Integrated research means that a problem is addressed with a systemic approach, which 
distinguishes and characterizes the different components (e.g. atmosphere, natural and built 
environment, oceans, biosphere, anthroposphere…), sectors (e.g. energy, agriculture, 
development…) or actors (e.g. policy makers, consumers, producers…) and their 

                                                      
30 from public, private and community sectors 
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interactions. Conceptual frameworks of problem-oriented projects should state the links 
within the chosen system (i.e. trade-offs, feedbacks and synergies) and define the boundary 
conditions (i.e. what is external to the system). 
 
Among the topics to investigate, the following can be mentioned: 

- General trends in urbanization and interactions within regional or global 
environments31;  

- Vulnerable areas exposed to global environmental changes with poor capacity to 
adapt32; 

- Health issues related to atmospheric pollution or to changing environmental patterns 
on emergence and diffusion of epidemics; 

- Comparative analysis that could embrace cities, regions and countries. 
 
Integrated studies that highlight human-environment interactions are also welcomed to 
investigate open questions, but not exclusively, such as: 

- What are the main relationships between environmental changes and the increasing 
inequalities between societies, regions or countries? 

- How to estimate the part due to environmental changes in current migration 
dynamics? What about future scenarios? 

- How to assess the synergy or antagonism between different environmental policies 
from local to regional and global? 

- How to evaluate green labeling of products in a context of multilateral environmental 
traits at different time scales? 

- How to include and integrate long-term environmental issues within political, social 
and entrepreneurial dynamics, when faced with short-term political and socio-
economic constraints? 

- What are the elements that can help public or private decision-makers better take into 
account global environmental changes, at any scale from local to global (incentives or 
discussions, values, …)? 

 

                                                      
31 from the rapid urbanization of developing regions such as Asia and Africa, through slow growth and 
consolidation in much of the Western world, to de-urbanization and ‘shrinking cities’ in parts of Japan, USA, 
Western Europe, Russia 
32 Involvement of scientists from global South or ultramarine areas is encouraged, with possibility to support 
capacity building for less developed countries. 
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3. EXAMINATION OF PROJECT PROPOSALS  
The ANR organises the selection process by involving various actors with the following 
respective roles: 
• The evaluation panel is mandated to assess the projects taking into account the external 

reviews, and to divide them according to their excellence into "list A", "list B", and "list C 
declined". The panel comprises French or foreign scientist members of the research 
communities concerned, from either the public or private sector. 

• The peer reviewers (ad hoc reviewers) designated by the evaluation panel give a written 
opinion on the project proposals. At least two ad hoc reviewers are designated for each 
project. 

• The steering committee comprising qualified prominent figures and institutional 
representatives, whose role is to propose a list of projects to be financed by the ANR, in 
compliance with work of the evaluation panel. 

 
The persons involved in project selection undertake to comply with the provisions of the 
ANR’s code of ethics, and in particular those relating to confidentiality and conflicts of 
interest. The ANR code of ethics is available on the ANR web site33. 
The conditions of functioning and the organisation of the evaluation panel and steering 
committee are described in documents available on the ANR web site34. 
Once the list of selected projects has been published, the composition of the programme 
committees will be posted on the ANR web site35. 

                                                      
33 http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/CharteDeontologieSelection 
34 http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Comites 
35 See website address indicated on page 1 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/CharteDeontologieSelection
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Comites
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The selection procedure comprises the following main steps: 
• Examination of project acceptability by the ANR in accordance with the criteria 

stipulated in paragraph 3.1. 
• Examination of the eligibility of the project proposals by the evaluation panel in 

accordance with the criteria stipulated in paragraph 3.2.  
• Consultation by ANR of the peer reviewers (ad hoc reviewers) proposed by the 

evaluation panel. 
• Ad hoc reviewers’ assessments in accordance with the criteria stipulated in paragraph 

3.3. 
• Assessment of the project proposals by the evaluation panel after receiving the ad hoc 

reviewers’ assessments. 
• Examination of the project proposals by the steering committee, and submission of a 

proposed list of projects for funding by the ANR.  
• Drawing up of the list of projects selected by the ANR (main list and possibly a 

complementary list) and publication of the list on the ANR web site on the page 
dedicated to the call for proposals. 

• Sending the coordinators of projects an assessment report based on the evaluation panel's 
proposal. 
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• Revising and finalising the scientific, financial and administrative files for the selected 
projects (exchanges between ANR and applicants), including for any participating 
companies, as indicated in paragraph 6.1: 
- checking their capacity to be financed in the framework of State aid for research, 

development and innovation (RDI), 
- checking their capacity to assume the financial aspects of their project commitments, 
- establishing the incentive effect of the grant. 

• Signing of the grant award agreements with the beneficiaries. 
• Publication of the list of projects selected for funding on the ANR web site page 

dedicated to the call for proposals. 
• First payments to the beneficiaries in accordance with the rules set in the regulations 

pertaining to the conditions of allocation of ANR funding (see link on ANR web site 
given on page 2). 

 

3.1. ACCEPTABILITY CRITERIA 

 

IMPORTANT 

Project proposals examined by the ANR services that do not meet the acceptability criteria 
will not be submitted to the evaluation panel and will not be granted ANR funding under 

any circumstances. 

 
1) The administrative and financial information must be completed in full on the 

ANR's submission web site by the call for proposals closing date. 
2) The scientific document must mandatorily be provided in unprotected PDF format 

and not exceed 40 pages, strictly following the preparation instructions specified in 
the template available on the ANR website on the page dedicated to the call for 
proposals. It must be submitted on the ANR's submission web site in its finalised form 
by the call for proposals closing date. 

3) The project coordinator is authorised to submit only one single research proposal to 
the ANR for all the 2013 edition ANR calls for proposals as coordinator. 

4) The project coordinator must not be a member of the evaluation panel or the steering 
committee of the programme and/or of the present call for proposals. 

5) The project duration must be between 24 and 48 months. 
6) Minimum number of partners (including the coordinating partner): 2  

 

3.2. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

 

IMPORTANT 
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Project proposals that do not meet the eligibility criteria after examination by the evaluation 
panel will not be granted ANR funding under any circumstances. 

 
1) The evaluation panel must not judge the project proposal to be similar36 to a project that 

is already funded, or to a project that is currently being evaluated under a call for 
proposals in the ANR programme planning on the closing date of the present call for 
proposals. 

2) The evaluation panel must not judge that the project proposal infringes an intellectual 
property right characterising a counterfeit within the meaning of intellectual property.   

3) The project must enter into the scope of the call for proposals described in paragraph 2. 
4) Type of research: this call for proposals is open to the following types of projects: 

- Fundamental research37 
- Industrial research37 
- Experimental development37 

5) Composition of the consortium38: The consortium must include at least one partner 
belonging to the research organisation category (university, EPST, EPIC, etc.). 

6) French-Brazilian proposals have to follow the procedure described in the appendix 
available on the ANR website on the page dedicated to the call for proposals. 

 

3.3. EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 

IMPORTANT 

Only project proposals that satisfy the acceptability and eligibility criteria will go through the 
entire evaluation process.  

 
The peer reviewers (ad hoc reviewers) and members of the evaluation panels are required to 
examine the project proposals using the following evaluation criteria. Appraisal factors are 
suggested for each criterion to assist the evaluators in their task, but are neither limiting nor 
compulsory. 
 

1) Relevance of the proposal with respect to the call for proposals orientations: 
- appropriateness for the objectives of the programme and the call for proposals (see 

paragraph 1)  

                                                      
36 A project proposal will be judged similar to another if its principal objectives are the same, or result from a 
simple adaptation to the terms of the call for proposals AND the composition of the consortium is largely 
identical. 
37 See research category definitions in paragraph 6.4. 
38 See definitions relative to project organisation and structures (paragraphs 6.5 and 6.6)  
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- appropriateness for the themes of the call for proposals (see paragraph 2). 

2) Scientific and technical quality 
- scientific excellence in terms of progress of knowledge with respect to the state of the 

art, conceptual breakthrough, 
- innovative nature in terms of technological innovation or of innovation potential with 

respect to the current situation, 
- overcoming  technological barriers, 
- integration of the different disciplinary fields. 

3) Methodology, quality of project construction and coordination 
- scientific and technical feasibility of the project, choice of methods, 
- structuring of the project, rigour in presenting the final results (deliverables), 

identification of milestones, 
- quality of the coordination plan (project management from the functional, technical, 

organisational, temporal and financial aspects), involvement of the coordinator, 
- strategy for technology transfer and for exploiting the potential of the project results. 

4) Overall impact of the project 
- potential for utilisation or integration of the project results by the scientific or 

industrial community or society, and impact of the project in terms of knowledge 
acquisition, 

- industrial or technological application prospects and economic and commercial 
potential, business plan, integration in the industrial activity. Credibility of the 
described technology transfer and the method for exploiting the results, 

- benefit for society, public health, etc., 
- consideration of environmental issues, if relevant. 
- actions to promote scientific and technical culture and communication, 
- actions for the dissemination of scientific results in higher education. 

5) Quality of the consortium  
- level of scientific excellence or expertise of the teams, 
- appropriateness of the partnership for the scientific and technical objectives, 
- complementarity of the partnership, 
- openness to new players, 
- active role of the corporate partner(s). 

6) Appropriateness of project resources / Project feasibility 
- schedule feasibility, 
- appropriateness of the project management means implemented, 
- appropriateness and justification of the requested funding, 
- appropriateness of the coordination costs, 
- justification of the permanent personnel resources, 
- justification of the temporary personnel resources (trainees, PhD students, post-

doctoral researchers), 
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- evaluation of the sum for investments and equipment purchases, 
- evaluation of the other financial items (travel, subcontracting, consumables, etc.).  

 

3.4. SELECTION CRITERIA 

 

The programme steering committee proposes the final ranking of the project proposals in 
compliance with the work of the evaluation panel.  

 
The following main arguments are used by the steering committee to determine its ranking: 

- Contribution of the project proposal to the programme strategy 
- Contribution of the project proposal to public policies 
- Socio-economic opportunities provided by the project proposal 
- European and international cooperation 

  

3.5. IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATIONS   

The following recommendations are provided to help prepare the project proposals in the 
context of this call for proposals. 
The evaluation panel may have to judge the appropriateness of a deviation from the 
recommendations; therefore it is preferable to explain the reasons for any such deviations. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING STAFF INVOLVEMENT  
• The project coordinator should devote at least 40% of his/her research time39 to the project 

(possibility of non-uniform distribution over the duration of the project).  
• The total (in person months) of the non-permanent personnel (doctoral students, 

postdocs, fixed-term contracts, temporary workers) receiving ANR funding should not 
exceed 30% of the total (in person months) of the staff (permanent and non-permanent 
personnel) assigned to the project, except duly justified cases (e.g.: doctoral student grant 
for projects involving a relatively small total number of person months, etc.). 

• The financing duration for each post-doctoral participant should not be less than 12 
months. 

The relevance of any deviation from these recommendations will be appraised by assessing 
the appropriateness of the means for the project (evaluation criterion No. 6). 
 

                                                      
39 See definition of research time in paragraph 6.7. 
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RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING THE REQUEST FOR ANR FUNDING  
• In the framework of this call for proposals, applicants are invited to present projects that 

justify ANR funding typically from 150-250 k€ for short exploratory projects up to 500-
1000 k€ for long integrated projects. This does not exclude the possibility of projects 
requesting funding for smaller or larger sums being selected. 

The relevance of any deviation from this recommendation will be appraised by assessing the 
appropriateness of the means for the project (evaluation criterion No. 6). 

RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING "CONTINUATION" PROJECTS 
• For project proposals following on from previous project(s) funded by the ANR, the 

applicants must submit the project at European level in priority when a call for proposals 
compatible with the project theme exists. If this is not the case, they are asked - in the case 
of submission to the ANR - to include a detailed report of the results obtained and to 
clearly describe the new problems posed and the new objectives with respect to the 
previous project. 

Failure to provide this information may be considered like a positioning deficiency with 
respect to the state of the art or of the technical innovation (evaluation criterion No. 3). 

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING PROJECTS INVOLVING FOREIGN PARTNERS WITH A 
BILATERAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE ANR AND FAPESP OR FACEPE 
• The ANR, FACEPE and FAPESP agreed for jointly-funded French-Brazilian research 

projects for this call for proposals. Details on submission and evaluation rules are shown 
in the specific appendices on the SOCENV publication page of the ANR web site.  

• The scientific document to submit is the document specific to the bilateral agreement case. 
• The French partner’s contribution to the proposal has to fit all acceptability and eligibility 

criteria of this call, especially the number of partners and the submission deadline. 

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING PROJECTS INVOLVING FOREIGN PARTNERS WITHOUT A 
BILATERAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE ANR AND A FOREIGN FUNDING AGENCY COVERING THE 
THEMATIC SCOPE OF THE PROJECT 
• In the framework of this call for proposals, the foreign partner must ensure its own 

funding. The foreign partner is asked to stipulate in the scientific document40: 
- whether the activities are carried out using its own funds, 
- if it already has on-going national funding for its contribution to the project, or 
- if it has sent the same project proposal to a funding organisation in its own country to 

request national funding for participation in the project. If this is the case, provide the 
full contact details of the funding body and the name, function, e-mail address and 
telephone number of the Programme Director in its country. 

Failure to provide this information may be considered as a failure to implement available 
means (evaluation criterion No. 6). 

                                                      
40 Fill out the generic scientific document and not the one specific to the bilateral agreement. 
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• In the case of Least Developed Countries41 without bilateral agreement, the same 
principle as the general case without bilateral agreement is applied. However, 
exceptionally and as a convenience in case of local difficulty, some foreign partners could 
be funded by ANR for limited research costs (such as capacity building, co-supervision of 
doctoral or post-doctoral researchers…). The following recommendations are made: 
- foreign partner should indicate what part is supported by national support and what 

is asked for ANR support; 
- the online administrative information of the foreign partner should be completed; 
- the online financial support request of the foreign partner should be associated to a 

sub-contract with a French partner42; 
- the request for total foreign support cannot exceed 50% of the total project support. 

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL CULTURE AND COMMUNICATION 
ACTIONS 
• Actions relating to scientific and technical culture and communication are eligible for 

ANR funding. They must be clearly linked to the project and have an ambitious target 
impact, specifying the specific audiences (e.g.: the media, youth, working populations, 
teaching professionals, etc.). It is recommended to associate scientific 
communication/mediation professionals in these actions for the conceptual design of the 
project (communication departments of research organisations and companies, scientific 
cultural operators, etc.). The budget devoted to these tasks should not exceed 10% of the 
requested funding.  

• These actions must form the subject of a clearly identified project task. They shall be 
evaluated as a factor in the overall impact of the project (evaluation criterion No. 4). 

• For further information on the integration of scientific culture and communication 
actions, it is recommended to consult the ANR website page on the subject43.  

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING ACTIONS IN FAVOUR OF HIGHER EDUCATION  
• The contribution of a project to the content of higher education courses can enhance its 

impact. Supporting the integration of current research themes in teaching programmes is 
a notable example. The projects funded by the ANR can integrate this type of initiative in 
their work programme. The proposed actions in favour of higher education must have a 
direct link with the content of the project. The actions can be diverse (construction of 
websites, design and development of original teaching tools based on research material, 
teaching conference cycles, etc.). The budget devoted to these tasks should not exceed 
10% of the requested funding. 

• These actions incorporated in the research project shall be evaluated as a factor in the 
overall impact of the project (evaluation criterion No. 4). 

                                                      
41 see UN list at http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp/ldc/ldc_list.pdf  
42 in practice, the subcontract sum should be declared within the financial request of the associated French 
partner, and not within the foreign partner (just put “0” in the online system)   
43 http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Diffusion 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp/ldc/ldc_list.pdf
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Diffusion
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RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING THE COMPOSITION OF THE CONSORTIUM 
• In research organisation - corporate partnership projects, the staff assigned to the project 

(permanent and non-permanent personnel; in person months) by all the project corporate 
partners as a percentage of the total project staff assigned by all the partners should 
represent about: 
 20% to 30% for fundamental research projects, 
 30 to 60% for industrial research projects, 
 50 to 70% for experimental development projects. 

• The involvement of one or more end-users, including NGOs, in the project should be 
clearly materialised through their participation in the consortium as either a partner or a 
member of the project steering or monitoring committee. 

The relevance of any deviation from these recommendations will be appraised by assessing 
the quality of the consortium (evaluation criterion No. 5). 
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4. PARTICULAR FUNDING PROVISIONS 
This section complements the general provisions set forth in paragraph 6. On completion of 
the selection process, the ANR will not take into account for a selected project proposal a 
forecast expense that does not satisfy the following conditions. 

RECRUITING DOCTORAL STUDENTS 
Doctoral students can be funded by the ANR. The financing of doctoral students by the ANR 
does not mean that the Graduate School has approved the work. The doctoral students are 
counted as non-permanent personnel for application of the "Recommendations concerning 
staff involvement" (paragraph 3.5).  

OTHER PARTICULAR FUNDING PROVISIONS 
For this programme, some research expenses for partners from Least Developed Countries 
may be presented in the form of service delivery to a French partner of the project (see 
paragraph 3.5 for more details).  
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5. SUBMISSION CONDITIONS 

5.1. CONTENT OF THE SUBMISSION FILE 

The submission file must include all the elements necessary for the scientific and technical 
evaluation of the project proposal. It must be complete when the call for proposals closes, the 
date and time of which are indicated on page 1 of this call for proposals.  
 

IMPORTANT 

No additional elements will be accepted after closing of the call, the date and time of which 
are indicated on page 1 of this call for proposals. 

 
The complete submission file comprises two documents that must be entirely filled out: 
a) The "scientific document" is the scientific and technical description of the project 

proposal. The guidelines for preparing this document are given in the template available 
on the ANR website on the page dedicated to the call for proposals (see address on page 
1). This document is to be uploaded MANDATORILY in unprotected PDF format to the 
"Scientific document" tab of the submission site.  

  
b) The "administrative and financial document" for the project proposal. It is generated by 

the submission site after entering the required information on line. 
 
It is strongly recommended to give a scientific and technical description of the project 
proposal in English, except for projects where the use of French is essential. If the scientific 
and technical description is written in French, an English translation may be requested to 
allow an evaluation by persons who do not speak French. 
 

5.2. SUBMISSION PROCEDURE 

 
1) ON-LINE SUBMISSION, obligatorily: 
 
• before the date indicated on page 1, 
• via the link available as of 09/01/2013 on the call for proposals publication page of the 

ANR web site (address on page 1). 
 
The project proposal can be modified right up until the call for proposals is closed.  
 
Only the information present on the submission site when the call for proposals closes will 
be taken into account. 
 



   

                                         FACING SOCIETAL, CLIMATE & 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES 

 

SOCENV2013 Edition 

 

ANR-GUI-AAP-06 - 2013 Call text   23/35 

The project proposal coordinators will receive an e-mail acknowledging submission when 
the call for proposals closes, on condition that the scientific document has been uploaded 
to the submission site AND the funding request has been completed (total not zero). 

 
2) TRANSMISSION OF A SCAN OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL 
DOCUMENT (in PDF format). 
This document is generated by the submission site after entering the required information on 
line. 
This document is to be downloaded from the submission site, printed, signed by all the 
partners, then scanned (in PDF format) and uploaded to the ANR submission site by the 
project coordinator no later than the date indicated on page 2. 
 
Reminder: for each public organisation or research foundation partner, the scientific and 
technical leader and the director of the laboratory or host unit must sign the administrative 
and financial document. The applicants must transmit this document to the representatives 
of their supervisory bodies as quickly as possible. 
For partners having another status, only the legal representative must sign this document. 
This document is not to be signed by the foreign partners. 
 

5.3. SUBMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS  

It is strongly recommended: 
• Not to wait until the call for proposals closing deadline date to finalise the project 

submission procedure. 
• To start on-line entry of the administrative and financial data at the latest one week 

before the closing date of the call for proposals. Below for information is a non-
exhaustive list of the information to provide: 
- full name, acronym and category of the partner 
- calculation principle for the funding base 
- membership of a Carnot institute  
- for public research organisation laboratory: unit type and number, managing and 

hosting supervisory bodies 
- the SIRET number and headcount (for SMEs) 
- the address of work performance 
- funding request: VAT-exclusive cost per month of the permanent and non-permanent 

personnel, indirect fixed costs44 
- … 

• To register the information entered on the submission site before leaving each page; 

                                                      
44 Indirect fixed costs applicable to the wage costs, expressing all the indirect costs (fluids, infrastructure, etc.) 
borne by the partner entity for the management and maintenance of the public laboratories. These vary with the 
organisation. 
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• To regularly consult the programme website at the address indicated on page 1, which 
contains updated information concerning the applicable procedures (submission site 
user's guide, budget preparation guide, glossary, FAQs, etc.); 

• To contact, if necessary, the correspondents by e-mail at the address(es) indicated on 
page 2 of this call for proposals. 

 

5.4. SUBMISSION CONDITIONS FOR APPLICATION FOR LABEL GIVEN BY A 
COMPETITIVENESS CLUSTER45  

 
Application for project label given by one or more competitiveness clusters is carried out on 
the ANR submission site through the tab devoted to competitiveness clusters. 
 
Project partners are urged to contact the cluster as early as possible so that the cluster can 
assist them optimally with the project submission procedure.  

                                                      
45 See complementary measures relative to competitiveness clusters in paragraph 6.3 
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6. GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS 

6.1. ANR FUNDING 

TYPE OF FUNDING 
The funds allocated by the ANR to each partner will be provided as a non-reimbursable 
grant in accordance with the provisions of the "Regulations relative to conditions of 
allocating ANR funds", which can be consulted on the ANR web site46. 
 

IMPORTANT 

The minimum funding allocated by the ANR to a project partner is set at €15,000, which does 
not exclude the possibility of the consortium including partners who do not request ANR 

funding (project participation on own funds). 

 
ANR funding is limited to project partners residing in France, the associated international 
laboratories (LIA) of French research organisations and higher education and research 
institutions, and French institutions established abroad. Foreign partners may nevertheless 
participate on condition that each foreign partner ensures its own financing in the project. 
 

CONDITIONS OF FUNDING OF COMPANIES 
 

IMPORTANT 

The European Community Framework of State aids to companies places a number of 
conditions on the allocation of ANR funds to companies. If these conditions are not fulfilled 
by a company participating in a selected project, the ANR will not allocate funding to that 

company. 

 
1) Companies in financial difficulty47 are not eligible for State aid for research, development 

and innovation (RDI). Consequently, at the end of the selection process, the ANR will 
check all the selected and funded research projects to ensure that no corporate partners 
are in one of the situations corresponding to the definition of paragraph 6.7. 

2) The ANR will verify the capability of the companies to finance the part of the work 
remaining at their expense. Consequently, at the end of the selection process, the ANR 
will check all the funded research projects to ensure that the corporate partners, where 

                                                      
46 http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF 
47 See definition of companies in difficulty in paragraph 6.7. 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF
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applicable, are capable of financing the share of the work to perform that is not covered 
by ANR funding. 

3) The incentive effect48 of allocating ANR funding to a company other than SMEs must be 
established. Consequently, non-SMEs selected for funding under this call will be asked to 
provide the elements necessary to evaluate this aspect during the finalising of the 
administrative and financial files. 

 
Whatever the case, the non-funding of a company could call into question ANR's funding of 
the entire project if it considers that the ability of the consortium to achieve the project 
objectives is compromised. 
 
The maximum ANR funding rates for companies49 for this call for proposals are as follows: 
 

Type of project 
Maximum funding rate for 
SMEs 

Maximum funding rate for 
companies other than SMEs 

Fundamental research50 45% of eligible expenditure 30% of eligible expenditure 

Industrial research50 45% of eligible expenditure (*) 30% of eligible expenditure 

Experimental 
development50 

45% of eligible expenditure (*) 25% of eligible expenditure 

 
(*) For projects that do not involve true collaboration between a company and a research 
organisation, the maximum rate is 35%. 
 
There is true collaboration between a company and a research organisation when the 
research organisation underwrites at least 10% of the costs on which the funding request is 
based and when it retains the right to publish the results of the research, whenever these 
results are obtained from the organisation's own research efforts. 
 

6.2. REGULATORY AND CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS 

GRANT AWARD AGREEMENTS 
The conditions of execution and financing of the research projects selected and funded by 
ANR on completion of the selection process shall be defined in the grant award agreements 
comprising general conditions available on the ANR website51 and particular conditions. The 
particular conditions of the grant award agreements shall be signed between the ANR and 
each of the research project partners.  

                                                      
48 See definition of the incentive effect in paragraph 6.7 
49 See definitions relative to structures in paragraph 6.6 
50 See research category definitions in paragraph 6.4. 
51 To be consulted on page http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF by the end of 2012. 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF
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CONSORTIUM AGREEMENTS 
The partners in research organisation - company partnership projects52 must, under the 
auspices of the project coordinator, conclude an agreement that stipulates in particular: 
• the sharing of the intellectual property rights of the project results; 
• the conditions of publication / dissemination of the results; 
• the technology transfer and exploitation of the project results. 
 
These agreements shall also enable the existence of any indirect financial support entering 
into the calculation of the maximum level of funding authorised under the European 
Community Framework for State aid for research, development and innovation (referred to 
hereinafter as the "EU Community Framework") to be determined. 
 
It will be assumed that there is no indirect support if at least one of the following conditions 
is satisfied: 
• the participating companies bear the totality of the research project costs; 
• the results that do not give rise to intellectual property rights can be widely 

disseminated, and the research organisation holds all the intellectual property rights, if 
any, resulting from its RDI activity; 

• the research organisation receives from the participating companies payment equivalent 
to the market price for the intellectual property rights resulting from the activities it 
carried out in the project and which are transferred to the participating companies. Any 
contribution of the participating companies to the research organisation's expenses must 
be deducted from the said payment. 

 

SCIENTIFIC FOLLOW-UP OF THE PROJECTS 
The scientific aspects of the funded projects shall be monitored by the ANR during project 
execution and until one year after their completion. Scientific follow-up comprises: 

- participation of the coordinator in the kick-off meeting of the projects selected under 
this call for proposals 

- supply of one or two intermediate progress reports depending on the project 
duration,  

- supply of up-to-date summaries of the project objectives, work and results, intended 
for the ANR publications on all media, 

- supply of an end-of-project report necessary for the awarding of the final balance of 
the ANR funding,  

- collection of project impact information for up to one year after project completion, 
- participation in at least one intermediate project review meeting,  
- participation in the seminars organised by the ANR (one or two participations). 

                                                      
52 See definition in paragraph 6.4 
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The project proposals shall include the corresponding work load in their work programme. 

MORAL RESPONSIBILITY 
The funding of a project by the ANR does not relieve the project partners of their obligations 
concerning the regulations and code of ethics applicable to their area of activity. 
 
The coordinator undertakes in the name of all the partners to keep the ANR informed of any 
change likely to modify the content, the partnership or the schedule of project performance 
between the time of the project proposal submittal and publication of the list of selected 
projects. 
 
All the partners undertake to follow the good research practices described in the code of 
ethics of the ANR project players available on the ANR website53 equally well during the 
preparation of their submitted research project proposal as in its implementation if it is 
selected and funded by the ANR. 
 

PERFORMANCE OF AD-HOC REVIEWS FOR THE ANR 
The coordinator and the scientific and technical leader of each partner of the submitted 
project proposals may be invited by the ANR to perform ad hoc reviews in the context of 
other calls for proposals and/or programmes. They undertake to examine such requests with 
diligence. 
 

6.3. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 

COMPETITIVENESS CLUSTERS54 
The partners of a project proposal can obtain a label given by one or more competitiveness 
clusters. The label process of a project reflects the acknowledgement of the interest by a 
cluster of the project with respect to the strategic orientations of the cluster.  
 
The partners involved in a project currently being created are advised to contact the 
competitiveness cluster(s) that could label their project at the earliest possible moment.  
 
As the project label application requires the disclosure of strategic, scientific and financial 
information to the cluster, the partner behind the label application initiative is asked to 
obtain the agreement of the other project partners beforehand.  
 
In the 2013 edition, the labels must be submitted by the call for proposals closing date. This 
new procedure will be implemented gradually so that the clusters and the applicants can 
adapt to this functional change. Thus, for the calls for proposals of the 2013 edition that open 

                                                      
53 http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/CharteDeontolongieSoumission  
54 See definition of competitiveness cluster in paragraph 6.6.  

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/CharteDeontolongieSoumission
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before 31st December 2012, the ANR grants the cluster governance structures a period of one 
month after closure of the calls to download the label certificate and send it to the ANR. 
Subsequently, for all the calls for proposals opening after 1st January 2013, the projects will 
have to be labelled by the clusters before the calls close. 

If the project is funded by the ANR, the partners undertake to communicate the project 
intermediate and final reports to the competitiveness cluster. The ANR reserves the option of 
inviting representatives of the competitiveness cluster to attend any project reviews or 
monitoring operations. 
 
In the ANR selection process, the fact that a project is labelled by a cluster is taken into 
consideration by the steering committee.  
 
The projects labelled by the competitiveness clusters and funded under the 2013 edition will 
not receive additional ANR funding. 

FRENCH RESEARCH TAX CREDIT 
The expenses incurred by companies to finance research work may be eligible for the 
research tax credit (see article 244 quater B of the general tax code). 
The research tax credit (called CIR in French) for projects selected by the ANR may be 
allocated to companies in addition to the grant on the basis of the part of the research budget 
that is not covered by ANR funding. 
 
A prior opinion on the eligibility of the operation for the CIR can be obtained by filing a 
request with the ANR for an advance tax ruling (prior agreement) (see article L80B3 bis of 
the "Livre des procédures fiscales" (French fiscal procedures book). To benefit from this 
provision, companies must choose the system provided for by article 3bis of article L80B (see 
paragraph 1 of the application form which can be downloaded from the following address):  

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/CIR 
 
The employees who examine the CIR application files are held to professional secrecy, on the 
same account as the tax authority employees under the conditions provided for in article 
L103 of the "Livre des procédures fiscales" (French fiscal procedures book). 
 

6.4. DEFINITIONS RELATIVE TO THE DIFFERENT RESEARCH CATEGORIES 

These definitions figure in the EU Community Framework for State aid for research, 
development and innovation55. The following meanings apply: 
 

                                                      
55 See OJUE 30/12/2006  C323/9-10 http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Encadrement 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/CIR
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Encadrement
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Fundamental research: "experimental or theoretical work undertaken primarily to acquire new 
knowledge of the underlying foundations of phenomena or observable facts, without any 
practical application or use in direct view". 
 
Industrial research: "the planned research or critical investigation aimed at the acquisition of 
new knowledge and skills for developing new products, processes or services or for bringing 
about a significant improvement in existing products, processes or services. It includes the 
creation of components of complex systems, necessary for industrial research, and notably 
for the validation of generic technologies, but excludes prototypes covered [in the definition 
of experimental development] […] below". 
 
Experimental development means "the acquiring, combining, shaping and using of existing 
scientific, technological, business and other relevant knowledge and skills for the purpose of 
producing plans and arrangement or designs for new altered or improved products, 
processes or services. These may also include, for example, other activities aiming at the 
conceptual definition, planning and documentation of new products, processes and services. 
These activities may comprise producing drafts, drawings, plans and other documentation, 
provided that they are not intended for commercial use. 
The development of commercially usable prototypes and pilot projects is also included 
where the prototype is necessarily the final commercial product and where it is too 
expensive to produce for it to be used only for demonstration and validation purposes. In 
case of a subsequent commercial use of demonstration or pilot projects, any revenue 
generated from such use must be deducted from the eligible costs.  
The experimental production and testing of products, processes and services are also eligible, 
provided that these cannot be used or transformed to be used in industrial applications or 
commercially. 
Experimental development does not include the routine or periodic changes made to 
products, production lines, manufacturing processes, existing services and other operations 
in progress, even if such changes may represent improvements". 
 

6.5. DEFINITIONS RELATIVE TO PROJECT ORGANISATION 

For each project a single coordinator is designated and each of the other partners designates 
a scientific and technical leader. 
 
Coordinator: person responsible for the scientific and technical coordination of the project, 
the setting up and formalising of the collaboration between the partners, production of the 
project deliverables, holding of the progress meetings and communication of the results. The 
coordinator is the chief contact for the ANR.  
 
Partner: unit of a research organisation, company (see definitions relative to the structures in 
paragraph 6.6) or another legal person. 
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Scientific and technical leader: person responsible for production of the deliverables for 
each partner. The scientific and technical leader is the coordinator's chief contact. 
 
Research organisation / company partnership project: research project for which at least one 
of the partners is a company and at least one of the partners belongs to a research 
organisation (see definitions in paragraph 6.6 of this document). 
 

6.6. DEFINITIONS RELATIVE TO THE STRUCTURES 

Research organisation: an entity, such as a university or research institute, irrespective of its 
legal status (organised under public or private law) or means of financing, whose primary 
goal is to conduct fundamental research, industrial research or experimental development 
and to disseminate results by way of teaching, publication or technology transfer; all profits 
are reinvested in these activities, the dissemination of results or teaching. Companies that 
can influence such an entity, by virtue of their status as shareholders or members for 
example, shall have no preferential access to its research capacities or research results56. 
The technical centres, associations and foundations, save duly justified exceptions, are 
considered to be research organisations. 
 
Company: any entity, independently of its legal form, carrying out an economic activity. 
Economic activity means any activity consisting in offering goods and/or services on a given 
market56. This category includes entities engaged in craft activity or other activities on an 
individual or family basis, and partnerships or associations that regularly exercise an 
economic activity57. 
 
Small and medium-sized enterprise (SME): an enterprise that meets the European 
Commission’s definition of an SME57. More particularly, an SME is an independent company 
with up to 249 employees and a sales turnover of less than €50 M or a balance sheet total of 
less than €43 M. 
 
Competitiveness cluster: an association of enterprises, research centres and training 
organisations in a given territory, engaged in a partnership approach (with a common 
development strategy) with the aim of creating synergies around innovative projects 
conducted jointly and targeting one or more given market(s)58. 

6.7. OTHER DEFINITIONS 

Incentive effect: Having an incentive effect means, in the terms of the European Community 
provisions, that the funding must lead the beneficiary to intensify its R&D activities: it must 
                                                      
56 See European Community framework for State aid for research, development and innovation, OJEU 30/12/2006 
C323/9-11 (http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Encadrement) 
57 See European Commission Guide of 1st January 2005 concerning the definition of small and medium 
enterprises. http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme 
58 See http://competitivite.gouv.fr/ 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Encadrement
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme
http://competitivite.gouv.fr/
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have the impact of increasing the size, range, budget or pace of the R&D activities. The 
analysis of the incentive effect will be based on a comparison of the situation with and 
without the granting of funding, on the basis of the responses to a questionnaire given to the 
company. Various indicators may be used in this respect: total cost of the project, R&D 
personnel assigned to the project, project size, level of risk, increase in the risk of the work, 
increase in the R&D expenditure in the company, etc. 
 
Company in difficulty: the companies in difficulty are defined in point 2.1 of the 
"Community guidelines on State aid for rescuing and restructuring firms in difficulty (2004/C 
244/02)". A firm is considered to be in difficulty if it meets the following criteria: 

a) in the case of a limited liability company, where more than half of its registered 
capital has disappeared and more than one quarter of that capital has been lost 
over the preceding twelve months, or 

b) in the case of a company where at least some members have unlimited liability 
for the debt of the company, where more than half of its capital as shown in the 
company accounts has disappeared and more than one quarter of that capital has 
been lost over the preceding twelve months, or 

c) whatever the types of company concerned, where it fulfils the criteria for being 
subject of collective insolvency proceedings (bankruptcy, winding up by court 
decision, safeguard procedure). 

Companies aged less than 3 years are only considered to be in difficulty when they fulfil the 
conditions for submitting a collective insolvency procedure (point c). 
 
Lecturer-researcher research time: the time devoted to the project by lecturer-researchers is 
based on the research time (considered at 100%). Thus a lecturer-researcher who devotes all 
his/her research time to a project for one year shall be considered as participating to the 
extent of 12 person months. For the calculation of the complete cost, however, the person's 
salary shall be counted at 50%.  
 

6.8. REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 

The following reference documents that may be useful for the preparation of your project 
proposal are available on the ANR website: 

DOCUMENT RELATIVE TO THE PROGRAMME PLANNING 
A document presents the ANR's annual programme planning: http://www.agence-nationale-
recherche.fr/Programmation 
 

DOCUMENTS RELATIVE TO THE SUBMISSION OF PROJECT PROPOSALS 
• Instructions for writing the scientific document and proposing a document template 

are available on the website page devoted to the call for proposals (address on page 
1) 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Programmation
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Programmation
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• The link to the submission website is available on the call for proposals website page 
(address on page 1). 

• The user's guide for on-line submission (guide for submitting a project proposal on 
the ANR platform) is available on the "Frequently Asked Questions" page 
(http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/FAQ) 

• The guide for establishing the budgets of the project proposals submitted to the 
ANR call for proposals is available on the "Frequently Asked Question" page 
(http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/FAQ) 

• The code of ethics of the ANR project players describes the good practices in terms of 
ethics and professional conduct to be applied by all the players involved in the 
research projects submitted to and financed by the ANR to guarantee the end-
purposes of the work, the respect of partners, people, animals, the environment and 
the studied objects: 
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/CharteDeontolongieSoumission. 

 

DOCUMENTS RELATIVE TO PROJECT FUNDING 
The following documents are available on the page dedicated to the "financial regulations" 
(http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF): 

• the regulations pertaining to the conditions of allocation of ANR funding. 
• the general conditions of grant award agreements59, 
• a model of the particular conditions of the grant award agreements59. 

 
A user's guide for on-line finalising of the administrative and financial file (guide to the 
financing phase on the ANR platform) is available on the "Frequently Asked Questions" page 
(http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/FAQ). 
 

DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE SELECTION PROCEDURE 
• The composition of the evaluation panels and steering committees is posted on line on 

the website page of the call for proposals (address on page 1) when the selected projects 
are published. 

• The functional procedures of the evaluation panels and steering committees are 
available on the page dedicated to the committees (http://www.agence-nationale-
recherche.fr/Comites) 

• The code of ethics is available by following the link: http://www.agence-nationale-
recherche.fr/CharteDeontologieSelection. 

 
 

                                                      
59 To be consulted by the end of 2012. 

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/FAQ
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/FAQ
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/CharteEthique
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/RF
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/FAQ
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Comites
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/Comites
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/CharteDeontologieSelection
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/CharteDeontologieSelection
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6.9. GLOSSARY 

Adaptation capacity of a system: the capacity of a social system or an ecosystem to adjust to 
changes affecting it, in order to attenuate potential effects, to take advantage of opportunities 
or to cope with the consequences. 
 
Climate system: a system with five main components: the atmosphere, the hydrosphere, the 
cryosphere, the continental surface and the biosphere (which includes the pedosphere), and 
which evolves over time with the effects of its own internal dynamics, of natural external 
causes (astronomic influences, volcanism, etc.) and forcing of human origin (changes in the 
composition of the atmosphere and waters, in land uses and so on). 
 
Earth system: this comprises all of the physical, biological and social components, processes 
and interactions that determine the state and dynamics of the planet, including biotopes and 
humans.  
 
Earth System Science: the study of the Earth System and more specifically the observation, 
understanding and prediction of global environmental changes involving interactions 
between soils, water, atmosphere, biosphere, societies, technologies and economic systems. 
 
Global environmental changes (or Global Change): a generic term covering multiple 
environmental and ecological changes on the Earth's surface in response to a combination of 
natural and human factors. These include, in particular, climate change and changing trends 
in biodiversity, land use, urbanisation, etc.  
 
Governance: in this document, governance is taken to mean the way in which all stakeholders 
are coordinated around issues arising from the use or management of common goods, with 
good governance defined as governance that enables all these stakeholders to achieve 
collectively agreed objectives as effectively as possible. 
 
Interdisciplinarity: it allows the exchange of concepts, rules, methods and tools among 
different disciplines in order to achieve a global understanding of a common theme.  
 
Mitigation: the implementation of technologies and/or policies designed to reduce the 
impacts of global environmental changes in a context of sustainable development. 
 
Resilience of a system: the dynamic capacity of a system to return (or not) to a stable state or to 
maintain its functions following a disturbance.  
 
Risk: the probability that a danger or vulnerability associated with a natural phenomenon or 
with pressure or exposure of human origin will actually arise. 
 
Transdisciplinarity: a science-society process that involves stakeholders and science users 
from public, private or community sectors, for a more complete understanding of a complex 
world. 
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Vulnerability: the extent to which a system is likely to be negatively affected by the effects of 
global changes (of climatic or human origin). Vulnerability depends on the nature, scale and 
rate of changes to which the system is exposed, but also on its sensitivity and its capacity for 
adapting to these changes. In this context, the concept of “Danger” is taken to be 
synonymous with vulnerability. 
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