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1 BACKGROUND 

ERASynBio is a three-year programme funded under the European Commission ERA-NET scheme 

(Contract number: 291728) in the 7th Framework Programme. 

Under the umbrella of ERASynBio, the following ERASynBio partners and two observers (NSF, USA 

and FWF, Austria) have decided to launch together a first joint call addressing “Building Synthetic 

Biology capacity through innovative transnational projects”. 

 

2 SUBMISSION  

A single joint proposal document in English should be prepared by the partners and must be 

submitted electronically by the coordinator of each project via the online submission tool at 

https://www.pt-it.de/ptoutline/application/ERASYNBIO1. All fields requested by the electronic 

system are mandatory. Original signed versions will not be required. 

Proposals can only be submitted prior to 17:00 CET on 26th of August 2013. Each project coordinator 

should make sure to register the proposal early enough as a sharp call deadline is applied. After this 

deadline, the website does neither accept modification nor submission of any proposal. The project 

coordinator should also not underestimate the effort needed to collect the required information 

from their project partners and in completing the information on the website. ERASynBio strongly 

recommends submitting proposals well before the deadlines. 

 

3 PROPOSAL STRUCTURE 

Applications must be submitted using the online access provided at https://www.pt-

it.de/ptoutline/application/ERASYNBIO1, and respect the format and length indicated for the 

proposal sections otherwise they will be rejected without further review. 

A proposal consists of two parts: 

• The online form, which contains the administrative information such as the basic project and 

partner data.  

• The uploaded template, which presents the project concept including the project objectives 

and work plan, the expected results and their potential exploitation. 

Please fill in the online proposal form and check that all fields are completed with the required 

information.  

Please download the "Project Description" (word template), complete it, convert it into pdf format 

and then upload the file to the submission website. Other file formats will not be accepted by the 

https://www.pt-it.de/ptoutline/application/ERASYNBIO1
https://www.pt-it.de/ptoutline/application/ERASYNBIO1


                                                                                  
 

3 
ERASynBio is funded by the European Commission’s Framework Programme. Contract No. 291728  

 

system. The name of your file will automatically be changed during the upload process. If you have 

already uploaded a file before, it will be overwritten by any subsequent file upload. 

Only the coordinator of a project consortium should register, enter the name and contact data of the 

other consortium partners, edit and save the electronic forms, upload the ’Project description’ and 

finally submit the proposal on behalf of the project consortium. The other consortium partners 

should not submit a separate proposal. If consortium partners are requested to submit separate or 

different proposal documents according to the specific requirements defined by the national / 

regional funding organization, the consortium partner(s) concerned shall submit these documents 

directly to the respective national / regional funding organization. 

Your file should not exceed 10 Mb in size. It may take some minutes to complete the upload. 

Any further files with annexes or additional information (company brochures, supporting 

documentation, reports, audio, video, multimedia etc.) will not be considered for evaluation. 

The proposal is stored password-protected. Connection to the server is SSL-encoded and data safety 

and protection of confidence are warranted. 

Please check the information given in your proposal and make sure it is correct. 

Please be aware that the project description should allow evaluators to assess properly all evaluation 

criteria as laid down in the call text. 

The information given in the proposal is binding and changes at a later stage during or after the 

evaluation (e.g. composition of consortia) are subject to approval by the funding organisations 

involved. 

Once the proposal is ready for submission, click on the 'Submit now' button on the “Final check and 

submission” menu. NO FURTHER CHANGES to your proposal will be possible. 

The only official communication line for the ERASynBio call is between the Call Office and the project 

coordinator. The project coordinator is the only contact person informed by Call Office in all relevant 

questions during the application procedure, so he/she must provide this information to the partners. 
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4 ELIGIBILITY  

PLEASE NOTE  

Prior to submitting the proposal, applicants should refer are strongly advised to read 

the eligibility criteria and requirements. For additional clarification, applicants should 

contact their respective national funding organisation contact persons. Only 

proposals meeting all eligibility criteria (joint ERASynBio and national criteria) will be 

considered for evaluation and there will be no opportunity to correct errors in the 

proposals after the application deadline. 

Project partners are strongly advised to read the ERASynbio and national eligibility 

criteria are described p8-10 (6 ELIGIBILITY) and p18-33 (ANNEX V: NATIONAL 

REGULATIONS OVERVIEW and ANNEX VI: NATIONAL REGULATIONS DETAILS) on the 

call text. 

 

Consortium Agreement 

All project participants will be required to sign a Consortium Agreement (CA) before the start of the 

project, which must address (as a minimum), the following points: 

• common start date and duration of the research project 

• organisation and management of the project  

• role and responsibilities of each partner resources and funding  

• confidentiality and publishing  

• Intellectual Property Rights  

• decision making within the consortium  

• handling of internal disputes  

• the liabilities of the research partners towards one another (including the handling of default 

of contract) 

Any issues regarding funding are a bilateral matter between each project partner and the relevant 

funding organization and should be excluded from the consortium agreement. 

The CA, together with any other information required by national regulations, must be made 

available on request to the national funding agencies. A CA template is available at 

http://www.desca-fp7.eu/. 

 

5 EVALUATION 

Rebuttal procedure: The evaluation process provides applicants with the opportunity to reply to 

issues raised by the evaluators in the remote phase. All remote reviews are forwarded by the call 

office to the corresponding project coordinator as a representative of the consortium, without 
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revealing the identity of the peer evaluator. The project coordinator may send a response to the 

reviews to the call office within 10 working days (maximum one page rebuttal per remote review). 

The project coordinator may consult the other partners in the consortium, but only one response 

from the coordinator may be sent. This response is optional. A nil response does not exclude the 

proposal from the next stage of the review procedure. 

 

Conflict of interest: 

In exceptional justified cases, applicants may ask the Call Office not to refer their applications to a 

certain expert for evaluation in order to avoid individual conflicts of interest. Please send your 

request to the Call Office, stating the reason for excluding the referees. Such a request must reach 

the secretariat no later than the 26th of August 2013. The request will be treated confidentially.  

It is also possible to recommend certain evaluators with pertinent expertise on the proposal’s 

research topic by the 26th of August 2013 at the latest. 

 

Confidentiality 

ERASynBio ensures complete confidentiality to applicants, i.e., the proposal will only be read by the 

national funding organisations involved and by the international experts, and be handled by the Call 

office. All of these persons will have signed a confidentiality agreement. 

 

Ethical Issues 

All proposals must comply with fundamental ethical principles as laid down in Opinion No. 25 of the 

European Group on Ethics “Ethics of Synthetic Biology” (http://ec.europa.eu/bepa/european-group-

ethics/docs/opinion25_en.pdf) or the respective US Guidelines for US partners 

(www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/nsf13_1.pdf). Ethical relevant issues will be 

checked during the evaluation procedure. Applicants have to fill out a certification form (as a part of 

the application form), where relevant ethical questions are addressed. Please provide confirmation 

that the project complies with local, national and EU regulations, concerning informed consent and 

other legal requirements for data protection and use of animals, if applicable. 

 

6 FUNDING  

The total budget available for this call is approximately 15.5 Mio €. Funding is granted according to 

national regulations as given in the call annex of national regulations and/or national eligibility. The 

indicative funding is published in the Annex II of the call text. 
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Based on the ranking and the available funding, the funding partners will recommend which projects 

to fund. Based on this list each funding organisation will make the final decision at national level 

according to their respective national regulations and conditions. 

Funding is carried out according to the “nationality principle”, meaning that each participating 

national or regional funding agency funds their respective national research partners in a particular 

project consortium. 

Project budgets must convincingly allow the achievement of the project objectives and should not 

exceed national funding limits for each partner (for details, see Annex II). 

 

7 MONITORING 

Each project consortium coordinator, on behalf of all participating partners, has to provide a 

scientific progress report at midterm of the project and a comprehensive final report upon its 

completion, which has to be sent to the call office. Additional monitoring can be performed 

according to national requirements, e.g. necessary financial monitoring according to national rules. 

Project coordinators have to present the project progress at status seminars per request by the call 

office. An executive non-confidential summary that is part of the final reports will be published on 

the ERASynBio homepage. Any publications resulting from the funded projects must acknowledge 

the respective national funding organisations and the ERA-NET ERASynBio; one copy must be sent to 

the Call Office.  
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8 CHECKLIST FOR APPLICANTS 

Application scheme Single step procedure, no pre-proposals 
Access to submission https://www.pt-it.de/ptoutline/application/ERASYNBIO1 
Deadline for submission 26th of August 2013 
Eligibility criteria fulfilled? • Layout: Font size ARIAL 11 pt; Line spacing at least 1.15 pt, 

page limitations according to application form, English 
submission 

• Consortium – who: Public and private organisations like 
universities, other higher education institutions, research 
organisations and commercial companies (depending on 
national regulations) 

• Consortium – how many: minimum of three partners from at 
least three different European funding countries 

• Duration: minimal two years, maximal three years 
• Specific national criteria 

Evaluation criteria 
addressed? 

• Relevance to the aims and scope of the call 
• Scientific and technological quality 
• Impact 
• Implementation 

Conflict of Interest?  For details, see section 5“Submission” 
Rebuttal phase? Yes, see section 7 “Evaluation” 
Consortium Agreement? Yes, prior to project start 
Compliance with 
fundamental ethical 
principles? 

Check EGE No. 25 (http://ec.europa.eu/bepa/european-group-
ethics/docs/opinion25_en.pdf) or for US partners 
(www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/nsf13_1.pdf). 

 

  

http://ec.europa.eu/bepa/european-group-ethics/docs/opinion25_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/bepa/european-group-ethics/docs/opinion25_en.pdf
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9 NATIONAL CONTACT PERSONS 

Funding organization   Contact Person 

AKA (Academy of Finland, 
Finland)  

Dr Jukka Reivinen 
Hakaniemenranta 6 
POB 131 
FI-00531 Helsinki, Finland 
Tel: +358 29 533 5099 
E-mail: jukka.reivinen@aka.fi 

ANR (The French National 
Research Agency, France)
  

Dr. Martine Batoux 
Tel: +33 (0)1 73 54 81 40 
E-mail: martine.batoux@agencerecherche.fr 
Dr. Mariana Lassalle 
Tel: +33 (0)1 73 54 81 93 
E-mail: mariana.lassalle@agencerecherche.fr 
7, rue Watt 
75013 Paris, France 

BBSRC (Biotechnology and 
Biological Sciences Research 
Council, UK)  

Dr Andy Boyce 
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council  (BBSRC), 
Polaris House, North Star Avenue, Swindon SN2 1UH, UK 
Tel:  +44 (0)1793 442143 
Email: andy.boyce@bbsrc.ac.uk 

BMBF (Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research, PTJ, 
Germany)  

Dr. Annette Kremser 
Forschungszentrum Juelich (FZJ), PtJ-BIO3 
D-52425 Juelich, Germany 
Tel: +49 2461 61 3213 
E-mail: a.kremser@fz-juelich.de 

DASTI (Danish Agency for 
Science, Technology and 
Innovation, Denmark) 

Dr. Peder Fode 
Danish Agency for Science, Technology and Innovation 
Bredgade 40 
1260 Copenhagen K  
Tel: +45 72318386 
E-mail: pff@fi.dk 

FCT (Foundation for Science 
and Technology, Portugal)
  

Marta Norton 
Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia (FCT) 
Av. D. Carlos I, 126, 1249-074 Lisboa 
Tel.: + 351 21 391 1552 
E-mail: marta.norton@fct.pt 

FWF (The Austrian Science 
Fund, Austria)   

Dr. Markus Kubicek 
Biological and Medical Sciences 
A-1090 Wien, Sensengasse 1 
Tel: : +43-1-505 67 40-8202 
E-mail: markus.kubicek@fwf.ac.at 

KTI (Commission for 
Technology and Innovation, 
Switzerland) 

Alain Dietrich  
Commission for Technology and Innovation CTI 
Effingerstrasse 27 
CH – 3003 Bern 
Tel: +41 31 324 92 87  
Email: alain.dietrich@kti.admin.ch 

LAS (Latvian Academy of Dr Uldis Berkis 

mailto:andy.boyce@bbsrc.ac.uk
mailto:pff@fi.dk
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Sciences, Latvia)  Akademijas lauk 1, LV-1050 Riga 
Tel: +371-67409242, C: +371-29472349 
E-mail: uberkis@latnet.lv 

MIZS (Ministry of Education, 
Science and Sport, Slovenia) 
   

Kim Turk Križanec 
Kotnikova 38, 1000 Ljubljana 
Tel: 01 478 47 05 
E-mail: kim.turk-krizanec@gov.si 

NSF (National Science 
Foundation, USA 

Dr. Susanne von Bodman 
4201 Wilson Blvd., Arlington VA 22230  USA 
Tel:  703-292-7139 
E-mail: svonbodm@nsf.gov 

NWO (Netherlands 
Organisation for Scientific 
Research, Netherlands)  

Dr. Jasper Diderich 
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) 
PO Box 93138 - NL-2509 AC The Hague - The Netherlands 
Tel: + 31 70 3440735 
E-mail: diderich@genomics.nl 

RCN (The Research Council of 
Norway, Norway) 

Jacob Wang  and Øystein Rønning 
The Research Council of Norway, 
P.O. Box 2700 St. Hanshaugen, 
N-0131 Oslo 
Tel.:+4722037325  
E-Mail: jew@rnc.no,  oro@rcn.no 

 

Call Office 
www.erasynbio.eu 

Dr. Annette Kremser 
Forschungszentrum Juelich (FZJ), PtJ-BIO3 
D-52425 Juelich, Germany 
Tel: +49 2461 61 3213 
E-mail: a.kremser@fz-juelich.de 
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