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Annex 1:  Announcement of Opportunity 
 

The European partners in the BiodivERsA network  
have joined efforts to organize and fund a 

 

Pan-European call for international research proposals on 
“Invasive species and biological invasions” 

Introduction 
BiodivERsA is a network of 21 public research funding organizations from 15 European countries 
supporting scientific research in the field of biodiversity. The network is funded as an ERA-net project 
under the European Union’s 7th Framework Programme for Research. BiodivERsA partners aim to 
develop a durable collaboration in research funding policy and practice, thereby creating added value 
in high quality biodiversity research across national boundaries. One objective of BiodivERsA is to 
organise a Pan-European research programme on biodiversity research.  
 
Complete list of BiodivERsA partners  
Legal Name Acronym Country 
Fondation pour la Recherche sur la Biodiversité FRB France 
Fonds zur Förderung der Wissenschaftlichen Forschung FWF Austria 
Belgian Federal Public Planning Service - Science Policy  BELSPO Belgium 
Bulgarian National Science Fund BNSF Bulgaria 
Eesti Teadusagentuur ETAG Estonia 
Agence Nationale de la Recherche ANR France 
Ministère de l’Ecologie, du Développement Durable et de 
l’Energie 

MEDDE France 

Projektträger im Deutschen Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt 
e.V. 

PT-DLR Germany 

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft DFG Germany 
Ministry of Rural Development VM  Hungary  
Research Council of Lithuania RCL Lithuania 
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research NWO Netherlands 
The Research Council of Norway RCN Norway 
Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia FCT Portugal 
Ministerio de Economia y Competitividad MINECO Spain 
Swedish Research Council for Environment, 
Agricultural Sciences and Spatial Planning 

Formas Sweden 

Swedish Environmental Protection Agency SEPA Sweden 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock MFAL Turkey 
The Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs DEFRA United Kingdom 
Joint Nature Conservation Committee JNCC United Kingdom 
Natural Environment Research Council NERC United Kingdom 
Observers:  
Office national de l'eau et des milieux aquatiques 
Narodowe Centrum Nauki 

 
ONEMA 
NCN 

 
France 
Poland 

 
Among BiodivERsA partners and observers, 14 agencies from 11 countries are contributing to the 
funding of the present call on invasive species organised by BiodivERsA. 
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BiodivERsA call for proposals on Invasive Species and Biological Invasions,  
 

(1) Context and scientific rationale 
 
 Biological invasions may occur when organisms are introduced intentionally or unintentionally 
into an new ecosystem in which they establish, spread and cause changes and sometimes damages 
to the invaded community. Though it cannot be presupposed that all species invasions are damaging, 
the ecological consequences of invasions include loss of native biological diversity, changes in 
community structure and ecosystem functioning, and, in extreme cases, the extinction of native 
populations. All invasive taxa have to be considered including pathogens and vectors (Fisher et al., 
2012). 
 
 Biological invasions have been a key factor in 54% of known animal extinctions and the only 
factor of 20% of extinctions (Clavero & Garcìa-Berthou, 2005). In addition to major ecological damage 
worldwide, biological invasions have a tremendous cost to society. A recent assessment of their 
impacts in Europe reported that control, research, prevention and monitoring programmes as well as 
damages to infrastructures, agriculture, fishing, forestry and human health cost Europe a total of over 
12.5 billion euros per year (Kettunen et al., 2008). Consequently, biological invasions are classically 
cited as one of largest threat to biodiversity and a major concern for society.  
 
 The recognition of the challenge in the late 1980s has led to the rapid coalescence and growth 
of a new field – invasion science (Richardson 2011) – dedicated to detecting and understanding the 
numerous drivers and impacts of invasions and mitigating them. Invasion science has generated a 
wealth of insights on the extent and causes of species introductions, and it has shown that the scope 
and complexity of impacts that ensue often exceed our earlier perceptions (Vilà et al. 2010). It has 
also contributed many insights to fundamental processes in ecology and evolution. It has spawned 
improvements in technologies to deal with invasion-related problems, as well as entirely new 
approaches (Asner et al. 2008, Pyšek & Richardson 2010). Invasion science underpins national, 
regional, and international regulatory frameworks designed to protect ecosystems, human health and 
the economy (Hulme et al. 2008). Seen as an opportunistic “natural experiment” to better understand 
disturbed or damaged communities and trophic webs, or as a problematic new component of global 
change, biological invasions have been the focus of an extensive amount of ecological and 
ecosystem-level research, both fundamental and applied. More generally, the biological invasions 
issue involves complex interactions between biological, political, economic, social and technical 
factors. For instance, trade pathways linked to globalization are the key driver for the increasing rates 
of introductions into the countries or regions across all taxonomic groups. 
 
 The International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), the World Organization for Animal Health 
(OIE) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) address issues linked with invasive species. 
Furthermore, the COP 10 of the Convention for Biological Diversity (CBD) adopted a new Strategic 
Plan, which includes one specific target related to invasive species. However, the significance of 
biological invasions does not always lead to the corresponding prioritization on the political agenda, 
either in terms of research, management or policy priorities. In particular, though recommendations on 
policy options have been provided (Genovesi & Shine, 2004), the individual European countries and 
the EU have no comprehensive and consistent strategy at present to deal with invasive species. The 
present BiodivERsA call demonstrates that this topic is a high priority at the European level, and could 
lead to Europe taking concrete steps to improve the situation 
 
(2) Expected European added value 
 
 Europe is characterised by two major specificities that makes this region of the world particularly 
relevant to programmes on introduced invasive species. First it is a heavily developed region with high 
human density, which leads to intense transport of people and goods across political borders. This 
makes Europe a privileged region for biological invasions. According to previous studies, over 10 000 
invasive species are recorded in Europe alone. Among these, 11% have an ecological impact, and 13 
% an economic impact (Daisie, 2009). The trend of introduced species in Europe is a sharp, 
sometimes exponential increase, with a 76 % intensification in the last 30 years. Recognizing the 
increasingly serious problem of invasive alien introduced species in Europe, the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy for 2020 adopted in May 2011 has one of its six key objectives related to invasive alien 
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species. 
 
 In addition, Europe encompasses a large number of distinct ecosystems, with a wide array of 
complex and complementary ecological situations that makes it a fertile ground for ecological and 
socio-economical studies on biological invasions. As an example, France, the United-Kingdom and 
Spain count together several thousands of islands from all over the world as overseas territories of 
various political administrations, but of privileged commercial and touristic connexions to Europe. 
These thousands of insular ecosystems have been shown to be among the most formidable reservoirs 
of biodiversity worldwide, but also the most threatened, in particular by biological invasions. Nowhere 
as much as in European overseas territories are the threats of alien invasive species more present 
and pressing.  Also, vulnerable Arctic ecosystems face serious challenges with respect to invasive 
species.   
 
 Though Europe hosts some of the best specialist research teams in the various fields 
concerned by biological invasions, leading countries, both in terms of scientific programmes and of 
public policies, are found outside Europe (in particular Australia, Japan, New-Zealand and the USA). 
The European policies and general political will (and awareness) to control invasive species are far 
from matching the pioneer achievements of these leading nations and appropriate legislation as well 
as an action plan need to do be developed. There is therefore a strong need for further consolidating 
the network of researchers in these different schools and fields across Europe, and to reinforce the 
links between research and stakeholders.  
 
 Research programmes at the European level would allow to: 

• Consolidate excellent, but dispersed EU research on invasive species and biological 
invasions, 
• Stimulate interactions between scientists working on ecological, economic and social 
components of the problem, as well as between theoretical and applied ecologists, 
• Develop indicators, tools and action plans to prepare for a European strategy on invasive 
species 
• Ultimately reinforce the science-policy and science-management interfaces of the European 
community, linking researchers, biodiversity managers, and science policy and decision makers. 

 
 
(3) Main Scientific Themes for the Call  
 
The call will address the following, non-exclusive themes: 
 
 •T1: Demonstrating and characterising the impacts of biological invaders – Biological 
invaders are primarily defined through the presence of an impact (in particular ecological or 
economical, positive or negative), but definitions vary among scientists and stakeholders. Describing 
and quantifying these impacts has remained an unexpected difficulty in this domain. In the rare cases 
where an impact has clearly been demonstrated, precisely characterised and unambiguously 
attributed to the presence and action of the invading species, the required research has often been so 
time- and effort-consuming that the invading species has become solidly established, with 
considerably reduced chances for a successful mitigation programme. Despite the importance of 
these objectives, rapid demonstration of the harmful potential of introduced species has achieved 
relatively little progress. It is however an essential starting point to decide, design and prioritise action 
plans.  
 
 ►This theme is therefore based on the notion of impact, and will concern projects aiming to 
better and more efficiently understand and quantif the different dimensions of impact of introduced 
species (ecological, economic, social, cultural, food security, health). Proposals that open up for 
critical evaluation and for multi-disciplinary judgments on which invasive species might cause what 
effects are also expected. This could better characterise the actual severity of the problem and 
ultimately enhance the level of awareness amongst decision-makers. 
 
 • T2: Understanding mechanisms of biological invasions and levers for mitigating and/or 
reversing the impacts of biological invaders. Understanding why some species are successful 
invaders, and others are not and why some ecosystems are more sensitive and vulnerable to 
invasions, is crucial for developing efficient management plans for preventing biological invasions or 
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mitigating their negative impact. Invasion success, however, might refer to the chance of 
establishment, the rate and pathways of spread, the maximum population density obtained or range 
size, or maximum body size and individual growth rate. Understanding the success of invasive species 
and guiding mitigation actions also often requires considering a number of societal issues including 
the legal framework, cooperation efficiency among neighbouring countries, societies’ preferences, and 
behavioural economics of human action. In this context, different countries in the world have 
developed different approaches to invasive species. Possible measures range from strictly applying 
the precautionary principle, i.e. a strict control of routes of entry of invasive species and an embargo 
on any import, unless it can be demonstrated it is not invasive, to coordinated eradication plans and 
strategies to accept novel ecosystems with invasive species. Such measures may restrict free trade, 
or affect businesses and people’s freedom of choices.  
 
 ►This theme calls for projects aiming at studying the key mechanisms that determine the 
success of invasion, and analysing approaches to prevent, mitigate or reverse the effects of biological 
invaders, be they ecological, or economic, social or human health based. This includes developing 
methods for risk assessment and early warning and detection systems. Integrated approaches are of 
major importance in this context. Questions on the kind of mechanisms (from purely ecological ones to 
coordination spanning across economic sectors or across governance levels) that might counteract 
invasions and on management practices that are effective could be addressed. Projects evaluating 
under what circumstances the introduction of alien invasive species do not become a problem, or if 
they even represent assets, are also expected.   
 
 • T3: Evaluating the interactions between biological invasions and other global 
environmental changes. Biological invasions is one of the categories of global change that affect 
biodiversity and ecosystem functioning. Climate changes, nutrient load, land use changes or habitat 
degradation, urbanisation, global exchanges (world-wide trade and tourism and associated legal 
issues) are all components of a globally changing world. All of these impact ecosystems at various 
levels and in diverse manners and all are predicted to increase in amplitude and in effect. The 
rationale for this theme is based on the inadequacy of considering biological invasions in isolation 
when it is known that they occur in a context of other types of global changes, several of which being 
suspected to have the potential to act in synergy with them.  
 
 ►The projects on this theme will focus either directly on the interactions between several 
components of global changes (among which biological invasions) or on a specific aspect of biological 
invasions taken within the context of at least one other component of global change. Studies should 
go beyond the demonstration that global change will interact with species invasions.  
 
 • T4: Biological invasions and public perceptions. Compared to other major causes of 
biodiversity loss, such as habitat destruction, climate change or environmental contamination, 
biological invasions are characterised by a low priority in their consideration by key actors (such as 
policy makers) as well as by the general public. This is partly due to the fact that the full picture of the 
causes, effects and impacts of the introduction of specific invasive species are yet unknown, both in 
ecological and socio-economic terms, and to the acceptance of management actions. This is 
especially so at the European level (compared to New-Zealand, Australia or the USA, for example). 
However, biological invasion issues are very tightly linked with public perception, from the intensity of 
invasions (in frequency as well as in taxonomic and geographic breath), to the problems related to 
their control or eradication. In addition, there is a vivid debate on whether invasive species are 
discriminated against just because they are alien (Davis et al 2011, Simberloff et al. 2011). 
 
 ►This theme will prioritize projects aiming at understanding public perceptions of biological 
invasions. Conflicts between the public and the management and how to solve them is are relevant. 
The theme will also prioritize effects of public perceptions on biological invasions on the public 
(pathways, restoration programmes, etc.), taking into account different cultures and different socio-
economic actor categories within them. It will also consider ways to provide a (qualitatively) better 
communication between the public and the management  as a basis for implementation of both policy 
and management programmes.  
 
 • T5: Biological invasions and adaptation. One key issue of biological invasions is the 
maladaptation between newly introduced species and the recipient communities, a state that 
conditions the fate of the introduction. Biological invasions are characterised by drastic changes in the 
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selective regime, through both increased selection for adapted genotypes and relaxed selection for 
defence in enemy-free space. Although evolutionary mechanisms are the underlying principle of 
biological invasions, the associated processes and implications have long been marginalized in this 
field of research. 
 
 ►This theme will support projects aiming at better understanding the evolutionary mechanisms 
involved in biological invasions. Examples include studies focusing on the population genetics of 
adaptation, and on specific processes such as the roles of hybridization and polyploidization, the 
evolution of increased competitive ability, the role of rapid adaptive evolution and of evolutionary 
histories of disturbance in the success of invasive populations. Special attention could also be given to 
adaptation of invaded communities or its lack. Projects should go beyond the demonstration that 
invasion involves selection and may lead to rapid evolutionary change to more widely analyse the role 
of evolutionary processes for the success of invasive species. 
 
 References: 
Asner, G. et al. 2008. Invasive plants transform the three-dimensional structure of rain forests. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America 105, 4519-4523. 
Clavero, M. & García-Berthou, E. 2005. Invasive species are a leading cause of animal extinctions. 
Trends in Ecology & Evolution 20, 110. 
DAISIE 2009, Handbook of alien species in Europe. Project co-funded by EU within 6th Framework 
Programme 
Davis, M. A., et al. 2011. Don't judge species on their origins. Nature 474:153-154. 
Fisher, M. C., Henk, D. A., Briggs, C. J., Brownstein, J. S., Madoff, L. C., McCraw, S. L., & Gurr, S. J. 
(2012). Emerging fungal threats to animal, plant and ecosystem health. Nature, 484, 186-194 
Genovesi, P. & Shine, C. 2004. European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species. Nature and 
Environment, No. 137. Strasbourg, Council of Europe Publishing, 67 pp. 
Hulme, P. E., et al. 2008. Grasping at the routes of biological invasions: a framework for integrating 
pathways into policy. Journal of Applied Ecology 45: 403-414. 
Kettunen, M. et al. 2008. Technical support to EU strategy on invasive species (IS) - Assessment of 
the impact of IS in Europe and the EU (Final Module Report for the European Commission). 40 
(Brussels). 
Norwegian biodiversity policy and action plan - cross-sectoral responsibilities and coordination Report 
No. 42 (2000-2001) to the Storting  
The European Network on Invasive Alien Species, NOBANIS (http://nobanis.org/) 
Pyšek, P. & Richardson, D.M. 2010. Invasive Species, Environmental Change and Management, and 
Health. Annual Review of Environment and Resources 35, 25-55. 
Richardson, D., Pyšek, P. & Carlton, J.T. 2011. A compendium of essential concepts and terminology 
in invasion ecology. Fifty Years of Invasion Ecology: The Legacy of Charles Elton 409-420. 
Simberloff, D. 2011. Non-natives: 141 scientists object. Nature 475:36-36. 
Vilà, M. et al. 2010. How well do we understand the impacts of alien species on ecosystem services? 
A pan-European, cross-taxa assessment. Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment 8, 135-144. 
 
 
 
(4) Procedures, eligibility and selection criteria 
 
Submission, deadlines and time schedule 
 
A one-stage application procedure is applied, with a mandatory pre-registration. Proposals (in English) 
must be submitted electronically. Instructions for electronic submission will be available at 
www.biodiversa.org in November 2012.  
Two months prior to the submission deadline for proposals, applicants have to pre-register:  
information (in English) on the project consortia, a brief summary of the proposal and an indicative 
budget for each partner must be submitted on the EPSS. Pre-registration is mandatory; it is not 
possible to enter the procedure at a later stage. The information is used by the Call Secretariat to help 
find appropriate reviewers for the evaluation of proposals.  
For technical questions regarding submission, please contact the Call Secretariat: 
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Per Backe-Hansen pbh@rcn.no 
Eli Ragna Tærum et@rcn.no 
 
or EPSS helpdesk: Taavi Tiirik taavi@ibs.ee  
 
For Budgetary questions and other national issues, please contact your national funding agency, who 
are listed on the BiodivERsA web page and on national partners’ web pages. 
 
The call will go through the following processes and applicants must pay attention to the deadlines 
outlined below in the time schedule: 
 

Latest date 1. November 2012 Launch of the call for proposals 

14. December 2012, 17:00 
(GMT+1:00, Local time in 
Brussels, Copenhagen, Madrid, 
Paris) 
 
Latest date 10. January 
 

Deadline for pre-registration (indicative information - 
administrative information, indicative budget, and project 
abstract - that will NOT be evaluated). Late submissions are 
not accepted. 
 
Eligibility check  

13. February 2013,17:00 (GMT 
+1:00, Local time in Brussels, 
Copenhagen, Madrid, Paris)  

Submission deadline for proposals. Applications received after 
the deadline will not be considered. 

End of February 2013 After eligibility check, proposals are sent to external reviewers 
for peer review. 
 

End of April 2013 Peer-reviews are sent to the Evaluation Committee 
 

End of May 2013 
 
Early June 

Evaluation Committee meeting to rank proposals 
 
Call Steering Committee meeting to make the decision 
 

  

October 2013 Earliest possible start of funded projects 
 
During the entire procedure, strict confidentiality will be maintained with respect to the identities of 
applicants and the contents of the proposals.  
 
 
Eligibility of projects and partners 
 
The call is open to proposals that meet the following criteria:  
1. International, scientific research projects performed by eligible research organizations. National 

eligibility criteria apply to research organizations and for participation by the private sector (profit 
and non-profit)  

2. The main applicant is employed by an eligible organisation in one of the countries represented in 
the BiodivERsA network 
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3. The work involves research groups from at least three countries participating in that BiodivERsA 
call 

4. The project duration is 2-3 years. 
5. Proposals must be written in English language  
6. The scope or scale of the proposed research should exceed a single country 
 
If one partner is not eligible, the whole proposal will be considered ineligible and will not be 
evaluated.  
For more information on national eligibility criteria or to make sure they meet national agency rules, 
applicants are strongly encouraged to approach their respective national contact point (list available in 
the call documents).  
 
Evaluation and selection 
 
Potential applicants are advised to take careful note of the aims and scope of the call as described 
above and in the “Main Scientific Topics for the Call” section of the Announcement of Opportunity. 
Applicants are strongly advised to assess the relevance of their proposed research against the 
thematic priorities set forth in the scientific text of the call. Any project that does not fit within the 
thematic priorities described will not be recommended for funding, regardless of its quality. 
 
Emphasis will be laid on the link between scientific excellence and relevance to policy and practice. 
The proposals will be evaluated against criteria on science excellence and policy relevance1. 
Proposals focussing on pressing biological scientific questions or pure basic socio-economic issues 
that are needed to better understand invasive species and biological invasions, with a focus on alien 
invasive species, are eligible providing that they clearly explain the relevance of the projects to policy 
and practice as well as their European added value. 
 
After the submission of the proposals and the eligibility check, proposals are sent for international peer 
review to assess their scientific excellence (at least 2, preferably 3 reviewers per proposal) and policy 
relevance (1-2 reviewers per proposal).  
 
The Evaluation Committee (EC), composed of two Evaluation sub-committees (one for scientific 
evaluation and one for evaluation of policy aspects), ranks the proposals based on a set of criteria. 
The Scientific Evaluation sub-Committee moderates the assessments provided by the peer review 
procedure (external review reports) and ranks the proposals according to their scientific quality 
(assessment criterion 1); the Policy Evaluation sub-Committee moderates the assessments provided 
by the peer review procedure (external review reports) and ranks the proposals according to their 
policy relevance (assessment criterion 2). The Chair of the sub-committee for the evaluation of 
scientific quality will be a scientific expert and act as the Chair of the whole Evaluation Committee. The 
Chair of the sub-committee for the evaluation of policy relevance will be a policy expert and act as the 
vice Chair of the whole Evaluation Committee. The whole Evaluation Committee (two sub-committees 
together) meets to establish the final ranking list of proposals.   
 
For the selected proposals, the Evaluation Committee will be asked to consider the suitability of the 
budgets and possibilities for budget cuts, as well as to give advice, when possible, on the importance 
for the entire undertaking of each subproject in the collaborative projects. 
 

                                                
1 For the different criteria, see Annex 5 
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The Evaluation Committee will consist of international experts in the natural and social sciences as 
well as professionals from the field of biodiversity policy and conservation management. The Chair 
and the Vice-Chair of the Evaluation Committee are appointed by the Call Steering Committee 
representing the funding partners and observers of BiodivERsA (CSC). The Chair of the EC is a 
scientific expert and will chair the Scientific Evaluation sub-Committee and the Vice-Chair of the EC is 
a policy expert and will chair the Policy Evaluation sub-Committee.  
 
The Evaluation Committee members are selected upon a first suggested list of experts provided by 
each member of the CSC, in which the Chair and Vice-Chair of the EC have selected a limited number 
of experts (depending on the number of submitted proposals) for both sub-committees of the EC, with 
attention to the relevance of their expertise for this particular call. The final composition of both sub-
committees is approved by the CSC. A particular effort in setting up the Evaluation Committee will be 
done to ensure the gender balance among its members. A proportion of Committee members will be 
from countries that do not participate in the call to allow further flexibility in case of conflicting interests.  
 
The composition of the Evaluation Committee will be published at http://www.biodiversa.org/ after the 
completion of the selection process. 
 
More details on the evaluations procedure and the role of both Evaluation sub-committees can be 
found in Annex 7. 
 
 
(5) Funding 
 
 
For this call a total amount of €6,3 to 7.7 M has been provisionally reserved by the participating 
partner organizations. Indicative budgets for each organization are given below. Each participant in a 
funded project will be preferentially funded by his or her national organization(s) participating in the 
call.  
 
The consortium of participating organizations will attempt to ensure that the top-ranked proposals are 
funded to the maximum extent possible. The funding procedure is further described in Annex 4. Upon 
the final decision by the partner organizations, a list of funded projects will be published on the 
BiodivERsA website.  
 
 

Country Partner 
organisation 

Indicative budget (low) 
(EURO) 

Indicative budget (high) 
(EURO) 

Austria FWF 750 000 1 000 000 

Belgium BELSPO 500 000 700 000 

Bulgaria BNSF 250 000 250 000 

Estonia ETAG Formal decision by 16th of November 

France ANR 1 500 000 >1 500 000 

France ONEMA* 300 000 500 000  
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Germany DFG  1 000 000 >1 000 000 (flexible to 
accommodate team success) 

Lithuania RCL 101 367 101 367 

Norway RCN**,# 400 000  400 000 

Portugal FCT*** 200 000 200 000 

Sweden Formas 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Sweden SEPA 110 000 110 000 

Turkey MFAL 200 000 200 000 

TOTAL$ 6 311 367 >7 761 367 

 
* ONEMA (France) can only fund projects principally studying freshwater, marine and coastal environments. 
** RCN (Norway) cannot fund studies in marine environments, unless the Norwegian partner puts significant 
emphasis also on other ecosystems. BMBF (Germany) will not fund studies on marine environments. Coastal 
ecosystems however are not excluded by RCN or BMBF. 
*** There is a fixed limit of €100 000 budget request per project for Portuguese teams. Within a single 
project proposal, the Portuguese contribution requested cannot exceed €100 000. 
# There is a fixed limit of €150 000 budget request per project for Norwegian teams. Within a single project 
proposal, the Norwegian contribution requested cannot exceed €150 000. 
$ Assuming a German participation equivalent to the French and a Lithuanian participation of €217.200.  
 
 
 
(6) Programme structure and management  
 
Programme activities 
The funded projects are considered to form part of an international research programme for which joint 
activities will be organized, such as a kick-off meeting and a final meeting. Participants of funded 
projects should participate in these joint activities. The cost for joint activities attendance should be 
included in the budgets of the full proposals and must be announced in the Call. 
 
Project management and reporting 
Projects funded through this joint call will be considered to form part of a coherent international 
research programme. In order to promote this coherence the BiodivERsA funding partners and 
observers have opted for a co-ordinated reporting scheme. Funded projects will be required to report 
annually on research progress and financial aspects and to submit a final report. Some funding 
partners will also require additional national reports. 
 
 
(7) Eligible budget items 
 
Eligible costs are governed by national regulations. Specific questions should be addressed to the 
national contact points (list available in the call documents). 
 
 
(8) Further information  
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The international Call Secretariat consists of delegated staff of partner organizations in the 
BiodivERsA network. The Call Secretariat is responsible for organizing the procedure and for all 
communication with applicants.  
 
However, for national eligibility criteria, the national eligibility documents should be consulted and 
national contact points should be approached (both lists are available in the call documents and on the 
BiodivERsA website), especially with regard to eligibility of research groups, eligible costs and other 
country-specific aspects of the call. 
 


