Joint DFG/ANR call for research projects in Chemistry

General information and Guidelines for “Document de soumission C”

Synopsis of Programme: 

The Agence Nationale de la Recherche (ANR) and the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG; German Research Foundation), which are counterpart national funding organizations in France and Germany, respectively, seek to further enhance opportunities for collaborative activities in chemistry between French and German investigators. The ANR and DFG will accept new collaborative research proposals between chemists from France and Germany who work in academic institutions. Projects must have clear relevance to areas supported by both ANR “Programme Blanc International Chimie” and DFG Divisions of Chemistry (see www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr and http://www.dfg.de/en/dfg_profile/structure/head_office/department_ii/chemie_-_verfahrenstechnik/index.html). The German part of the proposal must be within the fields of basic science; industrial research is excluded. There are no new funds available for support of these projects. They will compete with other unsolicited proposals received by the ANR and DFG. The ANR and DFG will utilise a common set of reviewers and make joint funding decisions.

Application, review and funding procedures:

General remarks

(
This call is only suitable for projects with a high degree of interaction between the German and French investigators. Proposals with only loose German/French cooperation, minor exchange of scientific personnel and funding only for the German partner can be sent to DFG at any time within the programme „Initiierung und Intensivierung bilateraler Kooperationen” (http://www.dfg.de/aktuelles_presse/information_fuer_die_wissenschaft/ausschreibungen_mit_internationalem_bezug/info_wissenschaft_78_08.html).
(
The ANR will support the French portion of the collaboration and the DFG will support the costs associated with German participation.

(
Duration of the projects should be three years with a maximum budget for the German application of € 300,000.

(
Proposals to this cooperative activity comprise three “documents de soumisson”:

(
Document de soumission A – administrative and budget information for the French partners

(
Document de soumission B – Joint scientific and technical description for all partners

(
Document de soumission C – Supplementary information for German partners

submitted by the French applicant as a single proposal to the ANR. Formal details for the German “document de soumission C” can be found below. The German PI should contact the DFG by email (Georg.Bechtold@dfg.de) that a collaborative proposal has been submitted to ANR. No paper or electronic documents need to be sent to DFG.
(
The ANR portion of the proposal is to be prepared in accordance with standard ANR proposal preparation and submission guidelines, see www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr:80/AAPProjectsOuverts?NodId=17&lngAAPId=243. 
Application

Maximum one proposal per applicant is accepted in this programme.

The three parts of the full proposal must be submitted to ANR according to their guidelines for this programme (www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/documents/aap!2009/aap-blanc-ANR-DFG-2009.pdf) by the French applicant. Proposals are accepted by ANR until April 02, 2009, by 1:00 pm. 

The project duration should be three years and the maximum budget for the German application should not exceed € 300,000  for the whole duration.

Review

Reviewers will be jointly nominated by ANR and DFG. They will assess both the French and the German portions, each according to the usual national review criteria (see www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr:80/AAPProjectsOuverts?NodId=17&lngAAPId=243 for ANR and http://www.dfg.de/forschungsfoerderung/formulare/download/10_20e.pdf for DFG). In addition, the value added by the proposed international cooperation will be assessed. Preference will be given to proposals where the efforts on the French and German sides are balanced and complementary.

The review criteria can be found below. 

Representatives from ANR will manage the review of proposals on the French side. The DFG Division of Chemistry and Process Engineering will manage the review of proposals on the German side. 

Funding

The ANR and DFG will make joint and consistent funding decisions and coordinate support for successful proposals. A unilateral funding of a proposal is not possible. The proposals compete with all other unsolicited proposals at ANR and DFG. Therefore, the funding rate corresponds to the usual funding rate of the organisation with the higher proposal pressure (which normally is ANR). After joint consideration of the proposals, ANR and DFG will, whenever possible, tell the proposers whether their proposals have been declined or recommended for funding simultaneously.

Annexes

A I)

Further information for the German applicant’s portion of the application („document de soumission C“)

For the full proposals within this call, the usual guidelines, see http://www.dfg.de/forschungsfoerderung/formulare/download/1_02e.pdf, „Guidelines“ chapters I – VI, hold for the German partner. Concerning the „Proposal Preparation Instructions“ chapters I - II, to be found in the same document, a few changes apply (see also A II below):

The proposals must be written in English.

It is not necessary to send any additional paper copies to DFG; the proposal needs to be submitted only to ANR. DFG’s head office will receive the required copys directly. Also, an additional electronic copy is not need to be sent to DFG.

Publications, habilitations or dissertation theses MUST NOT be included in the application.

Please include a CV and a list with publications of the last 5 years. Full publication lists MUST NOT be included in the application.

The „document de soumission C“ should include the following statements; see http://www.dfg.de/forschungsfoerderung/formulare/download/1_02e.pdf:

1. General Information: whole section.

2. State of the art, preliminary work: only description of preliminary work of the German applicant required; i.e. section 2.2.

3. Goals and work schedule: this information is already included in the regluar ANR section and DOES NOT NEED TO BE REPREATED!

4. Funds requested: whole section.

5. Preconditions for carrying out the project: whole section.

6. Declarations: whole section.

7. Signature: required.

8. List of appendages: required.

Please aim at reducing the number of pages of this document to 8 (excluding appendages).

A II)

Sample for the German portion of the full proposal „document de soumission C“

1. General Information (Allgemeine Angaben)

Application for a Research Grant, New application

1.1. Applicants (Antragsteller)

Friederike Franzmann, Dr. Prof., German Principal Investigator

Head of Functional Chemistry Group

30.02.1909, German

Functional Chemistry Group and Institute of Natural Technology

Einstein Universität Großenkneten

Laplaceallee. 41, D-12119 Großenkneten

Telephone: 0049-(0)102/411-1119

Telefax: 0049-(0)102/411-1120

E-mail: fri@uni-einstein.de
Private address

Kassidyallee 41

12487 Aufmdorf

Fridolin Lallemand, Dr. Prof., French Principal Investigator

Junior Research Scientist, Head of Chemistry Labs

31.04.1996, French

Accoustics and Heavy Metals group, Department of Chemistry and Center for Attoscience

Epinal Institute of Technology

1 rue de l’aeroport central, 12593 Epinal

France

Telephone: 0033 80 31 38 35

Telefax: 0033 80 31 38 36

E-mail: fridolin.lallemand@eit.fr

1.2. Topic (Thema)

German-French Collaboration in Chemistry: Compounds of Germanium and Francium

1.3. Code name (reference) (Kennwort)

Germanium/Francium hybrids

1.4. Scientific discipline and field of work (Fachgebiet und Arbeitsausrichtung)

Chemisty, Physical Chemistry, Chemical Physics, Analytical Chemisty, Materials Chemistry, Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Theoretical Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry.

1.5. Scheduled total duration (Voraussichtliche Gesamtdauer)

36 months

1.6. Application period (Antragszeitraum)

36 months (obligatory!)
1.7. First proposal (Neuantrag)

Starting date is anticipated for November 1, 2009

1.8. Summary (Zusammenfassung)

In this cooperative project, new compounds will be synthesized. Relatively stable  atoms will be supplied by the French PI, the German PI has a long-lasting experience with Ge and its bi- and multilateral compounds. Aim is to use the synergistic effects of the cooperation of both groups in order to synthesize stable compounds of Fr and Am. Semi-conducting properties together with the randomly switching behavior of the spontaneous radiating Fr will be investigated by.... (maximum 15 lines and 1600 characters)
2. State of the art, preliminary work (Stand der Forschung und eigene Vorarbeiten)

2.1. State of the art (Stand der Forschung)

See French portion.

2.2 Preliminary work (Eigene Vorarbeiten)

For several decades now, the German PI is involved in Ge compounds. Main success, especially since 2005, have been Am-Ge compounds [1], and in recent times, more and more stable, although quite bulky, compounds with Eu have been synthesized [2]. It turned out that free valences have to be realized from time to time, in order to offer reaction sites for new single atoms. By this method, new molecules with novel synergistic features could be created, enabling.... (please write maximum four pages)
[1] F. Franzmann, A. Vespucci. Ge-Am compounds as good examples for effective mutual connections. Science 11, 2005, pp. 2445 - 2448.

[2] F. Franzmann, J. Potočnik. Bureaucracy-free simple small omnilateral Eu compounds for a new visionary frame. Nature 13, 2007, pp. 5 - 6.

3. Goals and work schedule

3.1. Goals (Ziele)

See French portion.

3.2. Work schedule (Arbeitsprogramm)

See French portion.

3.3 Experiments involving humans or human materials (Untersuchung am Menschen oder vom Menschen entnommenen Material)

Will not be conducted.

3.4 Experiments with animals (Tierversuche)

Will not be conducted.

3.5 Experiments with recombinant DNA (Gentechnologische Experimente)

Will not be conducted.

4. Funds requested (Beantragte Mittel)

 (Please apply for a 3 years project and maximum € 300,000!)

4.1. Staff (Personalbedarf)

• 1 E13 position (Postdoc) for 3 years

Specific tasks to be accomplished by the above mentioned research staff is listed below. 

1.) Germanium synthesis.......

(Please use the following estimated costs for personnel:

Full position West € 58,800 p.a.

Full position East € 55,200 p.a.

(Half positions corresponding to 50%)

Student assistant West € 12 p.hr.

Student assistant East € 11 p.hr.)

4.2. Scientific instrumentation (Wissenschaftliche Geräte)

The Chemistry laboratory in Großenkneten has radiation equipment available for the

acceleration of ( particles; however a complimentary cooling device will be needed.

The offer of the ICE GmbH was chosen, since it includes a licensed cooling software package from Macrosoft, the best software on market. This software is needed for the cooling of relative complex new composite materials. A column cooling tool is placed optional; however this tool is highly desirable since terniary mixtures will be used for the separation of the charged radioactive systems. It is know that column cooling will lead to a lower radiation performance of the cooling system.

Cooling device ICE GmbH (other offers enclosed):

Supercooler, ICE GmbH:
€ 49,950

4.3 Consumables (Verbrauchsmaterial)

Chemicals for the cleaning of Germanium € 24,000 per year.

Special cooling pads € 3,000 per year.

Vials, caps, stirring bars for alpharays € 2,500 per year.

Consumables (syringes, cannulas, filters, glass ware, pipettes, gloves, etc.) € 2,000 per year.

4.4. Travel expenses (Reisen)

The work under this project requires regular visits between the participating groups, since a lot of samples will be either prepared or characterized by joint forces of the collaborating teams. In addition, one presentation of the results at international conferences is planned for each applicant once a year.

4 mutual visits per year € 8,000 

Presentation of results at 3 scientific meetings per year € 3,000

4.5 Publication costs (Publikationskosten)

No.

4.6 Other costs (sonstige Kosten)

No.

5. Preconditions for carrying out the project (Voraussetzung für die Durchführung des

Vorhabens)

5.1. Research teams (Zusammensetzung der Arbeitsgruppe)

The following persons will work on this project ...

5.2. Cooperation with other scientists (Zusammenarbeit mit anderen Wissenschaftlern)

....

5.3. Foreign contacts and cooperation (Arbeiten im Ausland und Kooperation mit

ausländischen Partnern)

....

5.4. Scientific equipment available (Apparative Ausstattung)

...

5.5 Contribution from home institution (Laufende Mittel für Sachausgaben)

....

5.6 Other requirements (Sonstige Voraussetzungen)

....

6. Declarations (Erklärungen)

A request for funding this project has not been submitted to any other addressee. In case we submit such a request we will inform the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft immediately. The "Vertrauensdozent" of my university has been informed about this application.

7. Signatures (Unterschriften)

...

8. List of appendages (Verzeichnis der Anlagen)

CV and publication list of German applicant

Quotes for .....

(Publications, habilitations or dissertation theses MUST NOT be included in the application!)

A III)

Criteria for the Review Process of the full proposals

1.
Quality of the Project / Qualification of the Applicant

▫ Soundness of the preliminary work, quality of publications

▫ Originality

▫ Expected advancement of knowledge (also in relation to the costs) 

▫ Scientific significance (in its own field and/or across different fields)

▫ Broader impact (science policy, social policy, economic or technical reasons)

2.
Working Environment / Scientific Environment

Staff, institutional, room and instrument requirements and resources.

3.
Objectives and Work Programme

▫ Clear working hypotheses

▫ Reasonable limitation of the topic

▫ Appropriateness of the methods

▫ Ability to complete the project within the proposed or overall expected time frame

4.
Recommendation Concerning the Extent of Funding (only applicable to German portion of the proposal)

4.1
Staff

Justification of the proposed staff needs by the work programme.

4.2
Instrumentation

▫ Necessity of the proposed instruments for the project; utilisation rate of the proposed instruments by the research project

▫ Do the proposed instruments qualify as part of current core support needs?

▫ Necessity of the proposed power rating or the proposed equipment with accessories

4.3
Small Instruments (acquisition costs of no more than €10,000), Consumables, Travel Expenses and Other Costs 

After evaluating the individual items mentioned in the proposal, please make a funding recommendation, if appropriate for the total amount.

4.4
Publication Costs

If applied for, a lump sum payment of no more than €750 per year can be awarded for the publication of scientific project results as long as you have fundamentally expressed your intention to fund the project.

5.
Additional criteria for this programme

5.1
Added value

▫ Does the international cooperation have any added value? Or would there have been national partners with the same or a better expertise?

▫ Are there synergistic effects? Or could the project be split in two independet German and French parts without loosing any of its substance?

Further information:

Information for the German partner may be obtained from the DFG

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, http://www.dfg.de/english/index.html
Kennedyallee 40, 53175 Bonn, Germany

Administrative, financial and technical questions:

Dr.-Ing. Georg Bechtold, Programme Director, Division of Chemistry and Process Engineering, Phone: ++49 228/885-2818, georg.bechtold@dfg.de 

Scientific questions:

Members of the Division “Chemistry and Process Engineering”, http://www.dfg.de/dfg_im_profil/struktur/geschaeftsstelle/abteilung_ii/chemie_-_verfahrenstechnik/index.html
Information for the French partner may be obtained from the ANR
Agence Nationale de la Recherche, http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr
212, rue de Bercy, 75012 Paris, France

Technical and scientific questions:

M Patric Hémery, patric.hemery@upmc.fr
Administrative and financial questions:

Mme Anne Leroux, phone ++33 1 44 96 46 90, anne.leroux@cnrs-dir.fr
